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Dhoon Bay Community Briefing Note - December 2021 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Dhoon Bay has had a ‘poor’ bathing water classification every year since 2015, except for narrowly 
achieving a ‘sufficient’ classification in 2016.  

 
As well as poor water quality being a potential risk to bathers’ health, if Dhoon Bay were to have five 
consecutive poor classifications by the end of the 2022 Bathing Season, this would mean it being de-
designated and permanent advice being displayed against bathing.  
 
It is important to note that this would not result in a ban on bathing but would mean people 
choosing to continue to use the water or not.  
 
SEPA is working with all relevant stakeholders, including the local community, to improve the bathing 
water quality to avoid de-designation and with the goal of giving residents and visitors alike cleaner 
water to enjoy.  
 
If de-designation were to occur, then SEPA may undertake some water quality monitoring as part 
of any improvement work. Routine compliance monitoring however would cease and SEPA would 
not have regulatory duties to fulfil unless a case to designate in future is made e.g., if the water 
quality can be sustained.  
 
Whilst improvements have been made, our evidence shows that further action and investment is 
needed ahead of the 2022 Bathing Season, which will start in mid-May and end in mid-September. 
 
Sources of bacteria 
 
As well as taking samples of the bathing water at Dhoon Bay, SEPA also monitors local watercourses 
to better understand what the sources of bacteria are.  

Our laboratories carry out analysis for faecal indicator organisms, specifically E. Coli and Intestinal 
Enterococci, and when we find elevated levels, we use Microbial Source Tracking techniques to help 
determine whether the pollution is from humans, ruminants, gulls, or dogs.  

The data shows that the main bacterial sources at Dhoon Bay are human and ruminant with 
occasional dog or gull. 
 
The evidence also shows that there are higher results when there is reduced salinity recorded in the 
bathing water.  This indicates a freshwater input, associated with elevated bacteria in the Mill Hall 
and/or Corraford Burns. 
 
When bacteria levels in the Mill Hall Burn are low, they almost always increase as the Burn runs 
through the built-up area. When we measure bacteria in the Mill Hall Burn where it enters the bathing 
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water, we often additionally detect a source which we believe is from private sewage treatment 
systems. 
 
Because, like other bathing waters across Scotland, the water quality at Dhoon Bay is known to 
deteriorate after heavy rainfall. SEPA can often predict when this will happen and can inform bathers 
by posting an advisory message on our electronic sign at the bathing water. 
 
 
Reducing sources of pollution 
 
Human sewage  
Providing additional treatment for the private sewage treatment systems serving domestic properties 

at Dhoon Bay, such as a filter or reed bed, would provide the additional removal of bacteria from these 

sources.  

As such, SEPA will continue to work with the local community to encourage regular maintenance and 

de-sludging of all sewage systems, to ensure that they are working as efficiently as possible and to 

find, and hopefully install, an appropriate upgrade option. 

Investigations undertaken by SEPA and the local authority in June 2019 confirmed that the toilet block 
at the beach does not discharge directly to the bathing water.  At this time the tank was exposed, 
investigated and a tanker used to de-sludge this facility. This kind of measure is viewed as an essential 
part of operating such systems.  
 
The possibility of connecting private sewage treatment systems to the public sewer in the Dhoon Bay 
area was scoped and costed by Scottish Water in 2019. The cost estimate was between £5million - 
£10millon, dependent on the solution. As the solutions relied on various pumping stations being 
installed, installing new sewers and emergency overflows, with significant on-going energy 
consumption, these options were discounted.  
 
A separate exercise was commissioned in 2019 to assess and identify options and potential costs to 
upgrade the private sewage treatment systems in Dhoon Bay, individually and as a community. The 
Scottish Government has since agreed to fund upgrades in line with the consultant’s report. SEPA has 
been in contact with domestic residents in the catchment (within 1.5km of the bathing water) to 
discuss and determine the level of interest in upgrading their systems. The installation of additional 
treatment prior to the start of the 2022 Bathing Season is expected to make the most significant 
contribution to reducing bacterial levels provided, assuming as many property owners as possible take 
up the offer of funding. As well as liaising with homeowners, SEPA has been working with the owner 
of Seaward Caravan Park, in consultation with South of Scotland Enterprise, to look at the potential to 
upgrade the park’s sewerage system. We hope that progress is possible on upgrading the sewage 
treatment at this location whilst at the same time encouraging regular inspection, maintenance and 
de-sludging of the current sewage treatment plant.  
 
Agricultural activity 
Approximately ten farms were visited in the Dhoon Bay catchment as part of SEPA’s Diffuse Pollution 
Priority Catchment work in 2015. These visits involved an audit of the farm steading focusing on slurry 
storage capacity, farmyard drainage and carrying out field-based checks. Our specialist staff assessed 
compliance with regulatory requirements and where any non-compliance was identified, advice was 
provided on how to comply. All the farms visited have since achieved compliance.  
 
SEPA staff revisited the catchment in 2021 and new compliance issues were identified at a couple of 
farms. These have now been fully resolved at one farm and is subject to further investigation at the 
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other. Our intention for 2022 is to continue to promote compliance through visits to the area and to 
encourage good agricultural practices in the catchment. This includes using social media channels and 
the support of NFUS and the National Association of Agricultural Contractors. 
 
Whilst achieving best practice through encouragement is best, SEPA will consider using enforcement 
tools, including Fixed Monetary Penalties, where continued non-compliance occurs.   

 

 

 
Fig1 : Dhoon Bay Catchment 

 
 
 


