
 

 

DRAFT Minutes Borgue Community Council 
Agenda 

7pm Tuesday 14th December via Zoom 

Who Action 

NS Investigate Queens Green Canopy/Jubilee celebrations for Borgue Parish. 

JS Raise issue of glass recycling with Pauline Drysdale. 

JS Forward emails sent to Chris McTier. To Mr. Malloch as requested. 

NS Explore viability of the Christmas Fair. 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Apologies from: Ward Councillor Pauline Drysdale, Community Councillor Laura 
Moodie, Jim Lauder.  

Present: Community Councillors: John Shields, John Enos, Carol Ryall, Nicola 
Sanderson. Ward Councillor Jane Maitland. Nancy, Syd Davidson, Tigger Mac-
Greggor, Martin Thompson, John Carson, Rachel Lucus, Rob Lucus, Carl Burn, 
Helen Winters, Rod Slater, Anne Bannatyne, Liz Matear, Christine Clement, Rob 
Hale, Anna Hale, Pam Baker 

Prior to opening CR explained the etiquette of zoom, encouraged people to use the 
chat box facility to ask any questions, CR will. Monitor the chat box throughout the 
meeting.  

Meeting opened at 19:01. JS: sorry this is zoom only but given the current covid 
guidelines and situation it was the right decision.  JS welcomed everyone to the 
meeting.  Four members of the community council present and ward councillor 
Jane Maitland. (Chat box: hellos from JM/NS/Nancy. CR please ensure your name 
is showing up so we can record who is present).  

2. Police Report 

Festive Drink/Drug Drive Campaign  
Wednesday 1 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 
 
The Festive Drink/Drug Drive Campaign 2021 will commence on Wednesday 1 December 
2021 and conclude 2359 hours, Monday 3 January 2022.  
 
Police Scotland is committed to achieving the Scottish Government’s casualty reduction 
targets. Increasing awareness of the risks associated with drink/drug driving will support 
the Force’s efforts to reduce road casualties.  
 



 

 

The Campaign will be conducted through a combination of intelligence-led high visibility 
patrols and road checks.  
2 
Additional Festive Patrols 
 
Local initiatives will run in the lead up to Christmas. These additional patrols will seek to 
deter anti-social behaviour, as well as shoplifting and other associated retails crimes. Local 
Licenced premises will also be visited regularly during this period. 
 
Note of Thanks 
 
A thank you to the community for their assistance during the recent storms Arwen and 
Barra. Numerous reports were received of trees down and other damage caused. Police 
and other agencies were very appreciative of the community patience and support. 
 
Farm Watch 
 
Please share this useful Facebook page to follow for information, alerts and updates; 
FARM WATCH Dumfries & Galloway 
 
Disease Control 

A flock of free-range hens from a commercial premises near Gretna, Dumfriesshire, Dum-

fries and Galloway, has tested positive for highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1. 

In order to limit the further spread of disease, appropriate restrictions have been imposed 

on the premises and any identified contact premises, plus the area of the Surveillance 

Zone, which overlaps into other regions. 

The remaining birds at the premises will be humanely culled and a 3km Protection Zone 

and 10km Surveillance Zone have been declared around the infected premises – taking 

effect 00:01 on 04 December – to limit the risk of spread of the disease. 

Within these zones, a range of different controls are now in place. These include re-

strictions on the movement of poultry, carcasses, eggs, used poultry litter and manure, and 

restrictions on bird gatherings. 

Producers and bird keepers are reminded to comply with the Order to house birds, which 

came in to effect on 29 November, or to ensure their birds are kept separate from wild 

birds. Bird keepers must ensure they follow biosecurity procedures.  

The additional housing measures build on the strengthened biosecurity regulations that 

were brought in across Great Britain as part of the Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) 

on 3 November 2021 and in and Northern Ireland on 17 November 2021. 

Do not touch or pick up any dead or sick birds that you find. In Great Britain, if you find a 

single dead wild waterfowl (swans, geese or ducks), a single dead bird of prey, or five or 

more dead wild birds of any other species (including gulls) at the same place at the same 



 

 

time, you should report them to Defra’s national telephone helpline: 03459 33 55 77 

(please select option 7). 

Bird keepers should report suspicion of disease in Scotland to your local Field Services Of-

fice. Keepers should familiarise themselves with our avian flu advice. 

Avian influenza is in no way connected to the COVID-19 pandemic, which is caused by the 

SARS-CoV-2 virus and is not carried in poultry or captive birds. 

Bird flu is a notifiable animal disease. If you suspect any type of bird flu you must report it 

immediately. Failure to do so is an offence. 

 

3. Minutes and Matters arising 

JS: Draft minutes published we received an alternative version of those minutes 
from community members who felt the did not reflect events, these have been pub-
lished on the CC website.   

 

4. Secretaries report 

Communications from Mr Malloch and Mr Davidson re: minutes of the previous 
meeting as already mentioned. 

SD: Notes that he believes that his notes are correct version of what was said. 

Communication from Tigger MacGregor proposing a community newsletter to pass 
on information especially for those who do not have access to Facebook. Email 
newsletter might reach more people. 

Secretary’s Report (circulated prior to meeting) should anyone wish to obtain a 

copy please ask NS who will pass this on.  

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Current Account since last meeting 

 CR: Expenditure: None. However, the Royal Bank of Scotland has again made an 
unauthorised payment from our account. Yet another formal complaint has been 
made and I expect to get the monies returned shortly. 

 Income: A total of £357.80 was raised at the Xmas Fair; a great amount given Co-
vid restrictions. Well done to the organisers Laura and Nicola. Hall hire costs will 
need to be paid, but there is a proposal that the remainder is put towards materials 
for the Queen’s Green Canopy and/or to a fund towards a big lunch celebration for 
the Jubilee. (Chat box: TM: well done Nicola and Laura). 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.gov.uk%252Fgovernment%252Forganisations%252Fanimal-and-plant-health-agency%252Fabout%252Faccess-and-opening%2523scotland-field-service-offices&data=04%257C01%257CAngus.Anderson%2540defra.gov.uk%257C7827f5bd3d634205c30a08d9af55f35a%257C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%257C0%257C0%257C637733606504202783%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=7KNGYBTHCYfxmnCnTxbq9FVk3Fv0qkvlGjOhzGGiJRo%253D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.gov.uk%252Fgovernment%252Forganisations%252Fanimal-and-plant-health-agency%252Fabout%252Faccess-and-opening%2523scotland-field-service-offices&data=04%257C01%257CAngus.Anderson%2540defra.gov.uk%257C7827f5bd3d634205c30a08d9af55f35a%257C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%257C0%257C0%257C637733606504202783%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=7KNGYBTHCYfxmnCnTxbq9FVk3Fv0qkvlGjOhzGGiJRo%253D&reserved=0
http://www.gov.scot/avianinfluenza


 

 

 With the £125 donation for Borgue Toddlers’ Group still awaiting payment details, 
this leaves approx. £1,805 in currently in our account. 

Banking Update: 

Switching our account: CR  previously reported that, the Bank of Scotland operates 
accounts for non-profit organisations. When contacted about switching to them, the 
bank is not taking any new accounts for the current time. We therefore will wait until 
they do or continue to look for another. TM (via chat box): Starling good experience 
with this bank both personal and business account, unsure if they do not for profit 
worth investigating.  

6. Emergency Planning: Evaluation of and lessons from Storm Arwen 

CR: Given the recent storms, particularly in the light of power cuts and lack of mo-
bile reception it brought to many, we have been reviewing plans for community sup-
port in our area during major emergencies. Below are some of the team’s ideas to 
date. Funding and further work will be needed to make them work, but more impor-
tantly, we can only help during an emergency if we have more community support. 
Emergency planning should be everyone’s concern, and like house or car insu-
rance – you’ll be glad you have it when things go wrong! 

 Purchase a generator (and using long-life fuel) which would supply power to an 
emergency shelter, but which could be available for community events too. 

Residents across the Borgue area to check on, say, 10-12 houses each. For those 
not at the meeting, please use the ‘Contact’ page on the Borgue web site if you can 
assist. 

 A team of residents checking (only where feasible within tight safety guidance) a 
small area to look for visible tree or wind damage to powerlines, in order to support 
swifter repairs. 

 A ‘Welcome to Borgue’ leaflet to those moving into the area with info on what to do 
in an emergency and useful contacts. 

Run an event (online or at Borgue hall) covering what to do in an emergency, along 
with topics such as using solar power and relevant battery storage. 

Given our recent experiences, CR contacted the Council’s Emergency Planning Of-
ficer to highlight the problems we had with an emergency planning system which 
relies heavily on accessing websites, using Facebook and mobiles, both in Borgue 
and across D&G. She is discussing the issue with senior officers, and CR will report 
back. 

JE: well done Carol on all the EP work, greatly appreciated.  

TM: hard copies of leaflets would be useful. MT: Happy to distribute at the hotel. 
TM & RL: Happy to check in on people.  

JM: Generators can be a pain, do they require special maintenance?  



 

 

7. Road Verges 

Still unclear as to D&G’s policy regards verges, some are cut others remain uncut.  

8. Christmas Fair Feedback 

NS: A total of £357.80 was raised from stall fees, raffle and sale of cakes and chil-
dren’s picture books. Very pleasing given some people are still cautious about ven-
turing out.  The fair was very well supported particularly so by our friends from 
neighbouring villages which is pleasing.  Thanks to Angela Paul and Carlton Farm 
for the delicious baking for the community bake stall also to Emma Robinson and 
Christine Clement for kind donations to the raffle.  Thanks to the stall holders, we 
had an excellent mix of goods.  Still the hall fee to come out of the total, perhaps 
funds could be used to support Borgue Queens Green Canopy or Jubilee lunch? 
JE: Gave thanks to the organisers. 

9. Borgue Queens Green Canopy Project 

NS: The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created 

to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across 

the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”.  It would be a nice idea for 

Borgue community to get involved.  NS attended a useful session with Michael Sin-
clair (Lord Lieutenant for the Stewartry), the main 'take away'  was that although 
there are some larger planting schemes around the UK (such as avenues of 
trees/70 acre woods etc) it was just as valid and important to even plant just one 
tree.  Trees could be planted in multiple locations. The project is not necessarily 
about creating new wood etc.  NS’s idea is to challenge the community to plant  70 
trees across the parish, one for each year of HM's reign.   Given the amount of 
green space in the Parish there is no reason other than lack of will to reach that 
number (or more of course!).  The idea is to encourage Native Scottish Trees, 
these can be saplings or more established specimens.  Very important to get the 
right tree for the location, perhaps there are green fingered members who can ad-
vise?  It might be nice to break it down into goals eg. Silver (25) Golden (50) you 
get the jubilee theme!!! Try and launch before Christmas is possible, would be good 
to involve the school to launch the project the CC will donate a tree.  NS has been 
in touch with the outgoing head teacher at Borgue but as best has not had a re-
sponse (however the headship is in transition) so will try again with new head in 
place, probably not good timing.  Limited to the planting season Oct-March, dead-
line is Dec 2022.  
Action; NS will follow up with the school to organise launch. 
TM: Impressed with Alba trees, maybe do a joint purchase, tend to be young trees 
1-2 yrs and therefore affordable and have done well at Katrine bank.  Keen to be in-
volved. 
CR: Will plant 11 trees.  
HW: Happy to plant trees on Ingleston farm 
 
10. Community Issues:   Update on glass recycling. 



 

 

PD followed up, but no bin is planned for Borgue. Continue to use Kirkcudbright. 
CR: Glass bins have not been as full as they had been at KBT recently, try to 
spread the word when they bare full.   

11. Short Term Let Control Area 

MT: There are two applications in can we follow up on both applications.  

Came out of the last CC meeting.  No distinction between STL: and a regular house 
from planners point of view.  There is potential to have an area designated as short 
term let control area, so restrictions on how many STL there can be in any area.  
Will not know on outcome until January.  Increase in STL in Borgue, positives and 
negatives.  Brings money in to the area but a ‘ghost town’ in the winter months, fall-
ing rolls at the school.  JM can send an EMES to look into figures of STL in Borgue 
(previously guessed at 25%), Edinburgh City Council concerned at levels of 15% so 
this would be high indeed, need to ascertain the figures.  

Martin Thompson: concerned about the numbers of short term lets coming through, 
hotel appreciates the business but there are now too many.  

NS individuals can also comment on applications (any application) not just rely on 
the CC response to application. MT: but can only comment on valid planning issues 
and holiday lets are  not considered a reason for objection. 

12. Planning:  

High Nunton JM declares an interest.  

A) Borgue Community Council to arrange a special community meeting outwith a 
Community Council meeting on the High Nunton Full Planning Application and 
try to recruit resident outside the Borgue area to Chair, if possible with planning 
expertise. 

Nancy: supports that idea once proposals are out and people have had chance to 
read them.   

The following also indicated support via the chat box:  Carl Burn, Martin Thompson, 
Rachel. 

CB: knows of a part time Borgue resident with planning experience.  CR: This 
would still not be independent as still a resident if only part time.  

No objections so recommendation to organise an independently chaired meeting 
once planning application is put forward was agreed. 

JS actual planning application has not gone in yet.  Received a communi-
cation saying CC was not impartial.  Have received communication from 
the High Nunton team giving an update on proposals these can be found 
on BCC website.  



 

 

Nancy: been looking at map of the path and the changes, is there an op-
portunity to feedback now? JS idea is the re-routed core path would be 
part of the application and was made in response to the community consul-
tation.  JS it was just for information. 
CR need to sort out an ‘independent chair’ early in the New Year so we are 
ready to organise the meeting.  
MT: concern that planning application takes a long time to get on the web-
site. 
Can we find out about the application sooner? Jane Maitland, no but thinks 
you can set up an alert on the planning portal. 
CB the website is not updated regularly, JM usually 6 weeks to respond, 
list should go up fairly quickly.   
SD: There must be a statutory notice in the paper which public can see, 
can set alerts. MT: The website was 2 months out of date for the release of 
the previous application.  
CR: We should report back to the council about these issues JM agrees, 
use the Community Council enquiry service, copy JM into that.  
 

B) Notification of updates to High Nunton development received on 6th Dec 

Can be found on BCC website. 

12. AOB. 

Jubilee Lunch: 

NS To coincide with the Platinum Jubilee, The Big Jubilee Lunch will be tak-
ing place on Sunday 5 June.  Long history of communities getting together for 
street parties and so on to celebrate jubilees.  Following on for last meeting 
there was no volunteers as yet come forward to help organise, recognise not 
everyone is ‘keen’ on monarchy but opportunity for the community to come 
together and have fun! NS has spoken to Jan Crooks to get the local 
guides/rangers involved and also Pam Ross is on board, any more volunteers 
welcome! Probably looking at a bring and share lunch, probably in the hall to 
cover weather!  

Community Councillors: Several members of the community expressed inter-
est in  joining the Community Council: Anne, Christine, Syd, Carl, Liz Matear. 

LM can only Co-OPT one new CC at the moment but we can hold a casual 
vacancy election in order to be constitutional and everyone was elected as a 
full community councillor.  Organise an election in the new year.  

Action: we agreed to hold a casual vacancy election at the earliest oppor-
tunity and that the number of vacancies is 7.   



 

 

JE: Informed the meeting of his intention to step down from his role as CC at 
the next AGM.  

TM: well done for volunteering . 

MT: can we not hold an election now? LM: There's a specific process that has 
to be gone through, including displaying the names of candidates publicly in 
advance so it can't be done in the current meeting but can be done at the 
next available opportunity.  

Action: NS to inform Hazel Kerr to begin the process e.g set a date and or-
ganise returning officer and so on. 

High Borgue Road:  

MT: The High Borgue Road is becoming dangerous and I am concerned it is 
going to take a serious accident before something gets done. Plugging the 
holes is not working and there are some growing potholes which will cause 
serious damage to cars at this point and they will only get worse during the 
winter period. Please can something be done? 

JS Please keep reporting on the councils pothole reporting site, CC will back 
it up by putting in report in.   

JE: One issue is High Borgue Road is not designated as an authorised B 
road, emphasised the state of it wiith the road manager and had hoped that 
they would reclassify that but have not. Heavily used by domestic and com-
mercial vehicles, a great many potholes only getting worse.  

The following community members volunteered to help with emergency plan-
ning before the close of the meeting: Syd Davidson, Rob and Anna Hale. 

 

Meeting closed at 20:01 

 


