
 

 

Borgue Community Council  

Draft Minutes from Meeting held 7pm Tuesday 22nd March 2022 Borgue 
Public Hall  

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Present: S Davidson, Christine Clemant, Nicola Sanderson, John Shields, Laura 
Moodie, Russell Malloch, Janette Watson, Martin Thomson, Carl Burn, Melinda 
Dolan (left at item 4), Heidi Hitchcocks, C&K Evans, Liz Matear from item 9. 

Apologies from Carol Ryall, Anne Bannatyne and the D&G Councillors.  
 

2. Police Report  

No report was submitted prior to the meeting. This will be added to the minute 
retrospectively if received. 

3. Results of CVE 
Melinda Dolan was representing D&G council. The new members are: Anne 
Bannatyne, Christine Clement, Syd Davidson, Liz Matear, Angela Metcalfe 
and Carol Ryall (previously co-opted). Melinda welcomed the new councillors 
onboard. Hazel Kerr manages the community councils emergency mailbox 
and is good to email if you have any issues and will get back to you (although 
busy with Jubilee celebrations).  Ingrid Gemmill is the ward 3 officer, Melinda 
has covered ward 3 previous but usually covers ward 2. Ingrid has been in 
post for a number of years and will help and support.  No paper work as this 
was a casual vacancy election.  Looking ahead to point 7 Third Sector D&G 
will help with community interest company.  

4. Minutes and Matters arising  
John ran through the actions from the last meeting.  The CVE was held and 
we have 4 new community councillors. CR contacted the Council re: 
challenges of lack of communication in emergency situations eg when 
mobiles go down.  CR/ JS Organise a special community meeting (outwith 
CC) on High Nunton Solar Farm. JS passed the Chair at this point to Nicola 
Sanderson due to a complaint being submitted previously about his role in 
the meeting. Laura Moodie minutes the remainder of item 4. The formal 
complaint was withdrawn on Monday 21st .  A meeting was organised, 
however, it was Chaired by JS. The plan had been to have the meeting 
Chaired on Zoom by a representative of Planning Aid Scotland. However the 
applicant could not make that date. In the meantime the deadline for 
responding to the Council on the planning application was extended. 
However, the independent Chair could not attend the rescheduled meeting. 
After the meeting we were approached by several residents who found the 
meeting useful. We have tried our best as a community council. We have 
gone above and beyond our statutory duty in terms of trying to ensure the 



 

 

community is as well informed as possible on the issue. This wasn’t an ideal 

situation. As a community, we need to move on from this. We are concerned 

that this will fester if we don’t move on from this. We can’t always please 

everyone and things don’t always work out as intended. We have tried very 

hard to be impartial and lay out the facts. The website hosts both sides of the 
argument. MT: Remained concerned that the meeting was advertised as 
featuring an independent body. NS: Agree it would have been helpful to have 
had a planning expert there to have explained community benefit but it was 

not possible. SD: Action point from meeting doesn’t mention planning 

applicant being there but does mention the independent Chair. RM: Agree re: 
drawing a line. Felt many attending thought it was going to be about 
understanding the application, rather than a platform for the applicant. NS 

agreed that there are lessons for us all to learn from this experience and it’s 

time to move on from this issue. 

5. Secretaries Report (circulated prior to meeting)  
JS resumed the Chair at this point and called for Nicola to discuss the 

secretary’s report. Nicola explained that there are a number of emails that 

come in on consultations but often at short notice. Often we share information 

on the Facebook page, however much of it isn’t simply to disseminate. 

Concerned that it feels like a tick-box exercise.  ACTION: NS and CR to 
feedback concerns to Council. 

6. Treasurers Report  
Current Account since last meeting.  Expenditure: Three items which were - 
data protection registration £40, admin material £20.18 and cost of venue 
hire for BCC meetings and events during 2021-22 which was £200. Many 
thanks to Borgue Public Hall for allowing us to use the hall at those costs.  An 
unauthorised payment taken from our account has been returned. Our last 
meeting agreed that the remainder of the Xmas Fair monies, once costs were 

deducted, would be put towards materials for the Queen’s Green Canopy 

and/or to a fund towards a big lunch celebration for the Jubilee. The available 
fund is now £282.80. Given the timescale to the Jubilee, we need to agree 
exactly what activities will take place. A request has come in for a tree to be 

donated to Borgue School. The cost of a ‘standard’* tree is likely to be a max 

of £75 including stake, and I have prepared a list of suggestions with fruit, 
flowers, autumn colour etc. I propose that BCC provide an agreed tree from 

the funds we have. *Note: The word ‘Standard ’refers to an industry specified 

size/ girth. Income: Dumgal paid our annual discretionary grant of £466.70.  
We have received the same level of discretionary funding since as far back 
as 2013 that I can see, despite increases in our costs. Without the efforts of 
community councillors and other to fundraise, and the support of Borgue Hall, 
our costs** would be greater than our income. For example, we would not 
have been able to cover the costs of hall hire had we needed to do so for 
Community Councillor election voting. Whilst I was told that level of payment 
is related to the number of residents in the area, I do not believe that we 



 

 

should be expected to fundraise to cover our work, particularly that of a 
statutory body. I also note that we are receiving a rising number of requests 
to advertise the work of various campaigns and organisations of all sizes, but 
with no additional funding to do so. In relation to this, I propose we consult 
with other Community Councils to check their position and then write to 
Dumgal to raise this issue. **Note: Our costs vary each year - some years we 
pay for a website licence and domain name, cover the costs of keeping the 
defibrillator in working order etc. I advised some years ago that we should 
grow our income to cover this, and also so that we would have the necessary 
contribution available if we wished to apply to certain funders eg for a 
replacement defibrillator, community projects. Balance: Taking into account 

the £125 donation for Borgue Toddlers ’Group, all the above leaves approx. 

£2,010 in our current account. Bank signatories: Two signatories are required 
for all payments, and it is therefore common practice to have 3 signatories 
from the Community Councillors team to cover illness and/or holidays. We 
currently have only 2 signatories. The names of any new signatories to the 
account should be nominated and agreed at a BCC meeting.  Christine and 
Laura volunteered to become signatories.  Digital inclusion survey: This 
survey has been circulated around the community. Every time they are filled 
in, the CC gets a £30 bonus. 

7. Setting up a Community Interest Company (or similar). 
Wilma pointed out that TSDG will assist with the setting up of a CIC or a 

SCIO. JS suggested deferring this to the next meeting, due to Carol’s 

absence and how packed the agenda is.  Proposal is to set up some sort of 
organisation eg CIC or SCIO in case we want to take on future projects that 

the CC can’t take on due to its statutory status and limitations on property 

ownership. NS perhaps anyone interested in being involved could contact CR 
or do some research of their own to prepare/inform themselves further, we 
will put this on the agenda of the next meeting.  

8. Update on tree planting ‘Queen’s Green Canopy’ 

We have received several pledges of support from across the community.  Borgue 
Primary School have already planted 6 trees within the school grounds.  If you can 
let me know what you planted and where we can keep adding to the tally.  We have 
until end of Dec 2022 to try and hit our target of 70 trees!  

Jubilee Lunch – multi-generational event would be welcome to mark the Platinum 
Jubilee. LM said the P4-7 class at Borgue Primary are planning a Jubilee lunch for 
Wednesday 1st June and it may be more effective to join forces? 
 

9. Digital Inclusion Survey 

Survey now coming to an end (this Friday). Of those we know agreed to take part, it 
should be at least £450 for BCC to be spent on community projects. 



 

 

 
10. Fly-Tipping Consultation 

A proposal for a Bill to reduce the incidence of fly-tipping by introducing new 
measures and strengthening existing measures to prevent it, including by improving 
data collection, improving enforcement procedures, increasing penalties for 
offenders, and by making changes regarding liability for the removal of fly-tipped 
waste. Consultation by Murdo Fraser MSP, Member for Mid Scotland and Fife 
region.  A link to consultation document and questionnaire is on the Borgue 
Community website and Borgue Community Facebook page. BCC will make 
representation by filling in the questionnaire, if you would like your views fed into 
this please send them to the secretary by 1st May so we have time to collate info 
and complete the questionnaire. Individuals are encouraged to respond also.  Best 
to read the proposed bill first (link on website).  Responses need to be in by the 
23rd of May.  JS: Not to many issues with fly-tipping around Borgue. NS: perhaps 
more of an issue next to larger towns.  

ACTION: BCC will respond to the consultation . ACTION: ALL to contact BCC with 
suggestions for responses by 1st May to allow time to complete the response prior 
to the 23 rd May deadline. 

11. Hustings for upcoming Council Elections. 

No appetite for a hustings to be held in Borgue.  
 

12. Community Issues:  

A) Update on bathing water quality/septic tanks. 3/5 worst bathing beaches in 
Scotland are  in Borgue parish (Dhoon, Brighouse, Carrick) SEPA are working 
with residents at Mill Hall/Dhoon area. SEPA have funding to upgrade septic 
tanks in the area. Dhoon Bay will be delisted if it fails again this year.  Hopefully 
those measures will sort out the Dhoon.  Brighouse Bay: SEPA publicising 
septic tank care, encourage people to get Septic tanks cleaned out, educate 
people on how to use a septic tank e.g visitors to the region.  Septic tank guide 
has been produced, these could be distributed by the CC.  Seaward and 
Brighouse have also been included, these are easier to assess than private 
ageing tanks.  Many old tanks scattered about.   

B) Falling Roll at Borgue Primary and consequences. 

In D&G the cap for number of pupils in a class was 25, one of the highest in 
Scotland.  Smaller/rural schools in D&G have long campaigned against this. At the 
budget setting in Feb, cap was lowered to 20.  The school roll at Borgue is 19 for 
the new academic year which could have resulted in just one class.  However, 
Borgue has been given a reprieve for this year and a probationary teacher will be 
employed keeping the number of teachers at two.  Once the school goes down to 1 



 

 

class pupils are unable to attend the school from outside of the catchment.  The 
school is very much at risk from that point.  Mostly out of our control, ageing 
population, lack of after school childcare in Borgue.  PTC will continue to campaign 
on this issue, school is the heart of the community.  Martin: What are numbers 
looking like going forward? Two children going into year 1 next academic year but 
two pupils will be transferring out.  Numbers had been healthy for a good many 
years it is only in the last couple of years that there has been a nosedive in 
numbers.  It only takes a couple of families to move away to make a difference.  
The school trying hard to publicise the school eg. In the local press, the community 
at large needs to know this how precarious the situation. 

13. Planning. 

Applications: 

A) 22/0137/FUL 21.02.2022 Mrs E Tait, Rowan Cottage, Borgue: ERECTION 
OF DETACHED GARDEN ROOM. 

Janette: There could be some drains in that garden. LM: need to check a utilities 
survey has been done. JS: may be concerns about taking down mature trees. LM: 
Could be quite prominent as you enter the village.  
 
B) 22/0145/FUL 17.02.2022, Mr Gavin Reid, West Wing, Knockbrex, 
Borgue:ERECTION OF ENTRANCE CANOPY ON NORTH WEST ELEVATION. 
Also: 
ALTERATIONS INCLUDING ENLARGEMENT OF WINDOW OPENING TO FORM 
FRENCH DOOR OPENING ON SOUTH WEST ELEVATION AND BUILD UP OF 
GARAGE DOOR OPENING TO FORM WINDOW OPENING AND ERECTION OF 
ENTRANCE CANOPY ON NORTH WEST 
 
C) 21/2401/LBC 14.01.2022 Ms BetseyJameson, Courtyard Cottage, Knockbrex, 
Borgue: ALTERATIONS INCLUDING INSTALLATION OF 7 ROOFLIGHTS, 
RESTORE EXISTING DORMER WINDOWS, FORMATION OF TWO NEW DOOR 
OPENINGS ON WEST ELEVATION OF COACH HOUSE TO FORM 
EXTENSION TO COURTYARD COTTAGE. 
 
Decisions:  
 
21/1869/ful Soup Kitchen rejected. 
 
21/1529/pip Holiday rental on garage site rejected (next to Cuil Cottage).  
 
 

14. AOB. 
 

Future Meetings: 19th April, 14th June (AGM followed by ordinary meeting), 23rd 
August, 11th October, 13th December, 14th February. 
 



 

 

John Shields will be resigning from the CC as soon as logistically possible.  LM 

noted that we’ll be looking for a new Chair from among the new community 

councillors. 


