
 

 

Minute  

Borgue Community Council, 19th March 2019, Borgue Village Hall, 7pm 

 

1. Welcome and apologies 

 

Present: John Shields, John Enos, Carol Ryall, Adam Gray, Nicola Sanderson, William McCarthy, Cllr Jane 

Maitland (ex-officio), Susan Finlay, Pamela Baker, Mo Patullo, Heidi Hitchcocks, Dave Hitchcocks, Pam Ross, 

Alison F, Rod Slater, Adam Hay CST. Apologies: Cllr Pauline Drysdale, Cllr Dougie Campbell, Mary Wishart 

 

2. Andrew Hay – Community Safety Team – Keep Our Communities Safe Presentation 

 

Andrew Hay accepted the invitation to come and speak to the community. He works from Abercromby 

Road in Castle Douglas as part of the Community Safety Team (CST) who deal with dog fouling, the 

environmental protection act, anti-social behavior, refuse disposal (abandoned vehicles) and civic government. 

 

Dog Fouling  

 

Fixed notices can be issued but it is hard to catch the culprit, relying on information from the public. There is 

an £80-£100 fine for dog fouling, up to £500 if unpaid. There’s no such thing as the dog poo fairy!  

 

Changes in law re: dogs scaring livestock ongoing. Need to report to police when dogs are not under control 

and attack/scare animals 

 

Solutions for Borgue - seek under-used bins and ask for bin to be relocated to a different location. Dog 

fouling rules don’t apply on agricultural land. School creating their own signs/posters. 

 

Litter  

 

Dropping litter is a criminal offence with fines of up to £2,500. Cigarette butts are a particular problem as 

they are hard to pick up, The only cure for litter is you! 

 

JS raised concern about the lack of bins available at car parking areas at beaches – eg. Carrick, Dhoon, 

Brighouse etc. Bins can attract waste and encourage fly-tipping. 

 

Fly-tipping 

 

This is not a significant problem locally. There are up to £40k in fines. Prosecutions do happen and can be 

serious. Clean-up costs fall on landowner. Council will not remove waste from private land free of charge, 

however landowners can seek to recover costs if prosecution is successful. Hazardous waste – oil paints etc 

expensive to clear. 

 

Anti-social behaviour  

 

Impression of youth problem/hooligans but majority of those prosecuted are middle-aged people. 

 



 

 

Abandoned Vehicles 

 

Abandoned cars costs Council nothing to remove – they can reclaim the cost via scrap sales. £300 a caravan 

for disposal. £100 trailer. Boats can cost thousands to dispose of. Council can assist with abandoned vehicles 

on private land. Contact 030 33 33 3000. communitysafetyteam@dumgal.gov.uk  

 

ACTION: Pam to contact farms in Twynholm who have dealt with the problem with some success.  

ACTION: BCC logo to go on posters/banners re: dog fouling  

ACTION: BCC to distribute stock of dog poo bags and stubbies. 

 

3. Police Report 

 

• PC Chloe Ellis reported on a quiet period for crime locally.  

• In November a Private holiday cottage at Brighouse Bay was burgled.  

• The monthly drop-in session at Kirkcudbright is on the 6th April. 

• A government consultation is running on the use and sale of fireworks. 

• Sextortion increasingly common. If blackmailed in this way, preserve evidence, don’t pay, come to 

Police. 

• Info on scams/ phone calls have been shared which is prevalent locally just now. Police will come and 

give talks in, for example, care homes.  

 

ACTION: PC Ellis to drop off scam cards to CR at Broughton House to distribute at coffee morning. 

 

4. Minutes and matters arising 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were approved. All action points were completed. 

 

4a. Matters arising 

 

Speeding sign should be in situ for 2-3 months but is in need of a new battery. The CC could install 

permanent solar-powered ones but this is beyond our budget. 

The 20mph zone is still under consideration by Scottish Government. 

A speeding briefing paper shared by Cllr Drysdale by email indicated that Borgue Primary was in the top 24 

of 99 planned 20mph zones but implementation remains slow. 

WMcC: Consider contacting milk companies to ask if they would consider sponsoring a sign. 

ACTION: Adam Gray to contact Lactalis to ask if they would sponsor a speed indicator sign. 

 

5. Co-Option of new Community Councillors and Leave of Absence 

-William McCarthy, Cosy Cottage, Borgue  

- Nicola Sanderson, Upper Senwick Farm, Borgue 

 

The new Community Councillors were proposed by AG and seconded by JE 
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It was unanimously agreed to grant a six-month leave of absence for Mary Wishart due to ill health. This will 

apply from the meeting in November 2018 to the meeting in June 2019. 

 

6. Secretary’s Report (circulated prior to meeting) 

 

The report was acknowledged. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

 

7a. Accounts – Income Expenditure for Current Account  

 

Key expenditure: 

i. Data Protection – The Information Commissioner’s Office confirmed that all Community Councils 

must register and pay the fee of £40. This was undertaken. 

ii. £130 has been sent to Borgue Public Hall for venue hire for BCC meetings in this financial year. 

iii. £80 has been sent to Borgue Public Hall for venue hire for the Xmas Fair. 

 

Key Income: 

Borgue Xmas Fair 2018: Figures are amended. Additional income was received - a total of £425.19. After 

costs of £80 hall hire, half of the remainder (£172.60) will now be paid to the Borgue Playpark. 

A discretionary grant of £566.30 was received from D&G Council - our key funding for next year. 

 

7b. Report on Borgue Community Cinema Pilot  

 

This report provides a summary of the pilot project experiences and finances, then available options for the 

future and associated financial recommendations. 

 

Borgue Community Cinema ran as a pilot between Sept 18-Mar 19. This was made possible through the 

funding and kind assistance of Driftwood Cinema, a social enterprise supporting community cinema in D&G. 

Funding through Driftwood covered equipment and venue hire, licences and film costs. With no existing club 

in operation, BCC covered the initial outlay for minor costs and floats and monitored the finances. 

 

As well as a big thanks to Driftwood, thanks are due to a small group of volunteers who ran the Borgue 

Community Cinema project -these are L Moodie and family, R & C Ryall, E Brown and T MacGregor, 

without who the cinema would not have started or continued.  

 

Volunteers selected the film programme based on some consultation during the summer and amended this 

later in the season. They promoted each screening, purchased refreshments, set up the hall and equipment, 

took ticket and refreshments monies, dismantled equipment, and in 2019 also collected /returned equipment 

to Driftwood in Dumfries. 

 

Ticket prices: adults £5 and (after a £20 family ticket was tried) £3 for children. Ice cream and popcorn were 

sold initially, but the need for freezer storage / transport for the former made it difficult on health and safety 

grounds and so was discontinued. Popcorn prices were reduced to 50p during the season - it proved easy to 



 

 

store and (just) covered its costs. Drinks and other foods were initially considered but because of the lack of 

volunteers were not progressed. 

 

Whilst it appears a good profit was made, this is only because Driftwood provided funding for most aspects 

of the Community Cinema. 

 

The future of Borgue Community Cinema 

 

There are 2 options, based on the type of licence chosen. Each choice influences the predicted expenditure.  

 

Driftwood is planning to submit further funding requests to DGUnlimited and Filmhub Scotland to continue 

to support those cinemas established this winter and to create some new ones. They are also considering 

applying for funding to supply screening equipment for existing cinemas (a pull-down screen, projector, PA 

system and media player). However, with nothing yet agreed, the Borgue Cinema must consider the worst-

case scenario - no funding support.  

 

Option 1: Single Screening Licence - This option allows us to publicly advertise the film and charge for entry 

as per the current season. The associated costs are: 

- a typical cost per film screened of £99.60 or 35% of the gross box office takings, whichever is the 

higher amount (rate based on Filmbankmedia, the major distributor in the UK - other distributor rates may 

be higher).  

- Joining Driftwood Cinema (£25 per organisation p.a.), who will book screening licences provide 

DVD, plus lend equipment at a reduced rate of £30 per screening (usually £50). 

The predicted figures show a considerable loss. This could be covered by a part of the monies raised this 

year. 

    

Option 2: Umbrella licence scheme - This is the same licence used by a hotel or social club, where other 

activities take place and the film is an additional offering to visitors to the venue.  

 

The drawbacks - we cannot publicly advertise the film via posters, flyers, social media or websites, nor can 

we charge for admission. We would be restricted to the films covered by a single distributor. 

 

We could advertise films using posters and flyers placed inside the venue (the hall) only, include info in any 

regularly distributed newsletter (we don’t have one), and send it to members of the cinema club (we would 

have to develop a membership list). Driftwood would operate a free membership scheme for individuals to 

all their supported community cinemas. People could sign up on the night and film listings would be 

distributed to the entire membership.  We could operate a raffle/donation scheme to support hall and other 

costs i.e., charge similar amounts to this season. 

 

The associated costs with this licence are:  

- an umbrella membership costs £250 per year but includes membership of Driftwood Cinema and 

access to their individual membership service. They will supply DVDs for our screenings.   

- We can hire screening equipment at a reduced rate of £30 per screening (usually £50). 

   

Given the financial implications for either licence, it is recommended that no final decision is taken; 



 

 

1) Until a separate group has been set up to run Borgue Community Cinema – given the better 

attendance at family films, the most appropriate group would be the school and its PTA. 

2) That the project does not go ahead without funding support via Driftwood. 

3) That a sum of £500 is ring fenced from the Borgue Cinema monies which can be applied for to 

support the development of the next cinema stage, but that money is retained by BCC if the project does 

not go forward after Sept 2019. 

ACTION: LM to take to PTC. 

 

1. Stewartry Community Council Network and SCVS update 

 

Details circulated prior to meeting. Effective from 2019-2020 financial year, fee of £25 requested from each 

Community Council to contribute to the running of the SCCN.  

AGREED unanimously. ACTION: CR to arrange payment. 

 

2. Community Issues 

 

9a. Roads 

 

JS & JE met with Bob Green of Roads Department and carried out a tour of Borgue. Rough patching has 

been carried out, especially of dangerous potholes, over the last month. Council aware C and U roads are 

maintained at a level significantly lower than national average. Cllr Maitland expressed the view that other 

places were worse off e.g Annandale & Eskdale and the Machars and the Council had a restricted budget. All 

those at the meeting disagreed strongly with this assertion that Borgue CC roads were better than others in 

the region. Many examples were given of the bad condition and the steady decline in the condition of the 

roads. Those at the meeting expressed concern on the waste of money by the Council on temporary repairs 

which failed just weeks later and bad maintenance leading to more costly repairs in the future. A few of the 

comments and examples raised at the meeting are listed below:- 

 

WMcC: With very little local employment and reliance on tourism, roads are a big issue. Repairs will cost far 

more to deal with if they deteriorate much further. 

 

CR: Frustrating how ad hoc the resurfacing work is and the differing materials. Shocked at difference between 

work in KBT while roads in Borgue neglected. Seeing Council spend money on roads that do not need 

money spent on them. 

 

NS: Deep hole on Brighouse Bay road at Clauchandolly partially caused by pipeline work. Has been 

specifically reported to Council. 

ACTION: JM to send documentation on roads to CR.  

ACTION: NS to contact GNI and Bob Green to chase up issue at Clauchandolly. 

ACTION: Borgue CC will continue to press for overall improvement in the condition of the roads in the 

Borgue CC area 

 

8b. Bus Service. 

 



 

 

The new bus timetable will commence from 1st April. Gatehouse of Fleet Community Council has expressed 

support for the additional Carrick Circle service. LM is still seeking funding for that project. 

AGREED: Budget of £30 to fund printing of 500 colour postcards promoting the service to be delivered to 

households and businesses in Borgue. 

ACTION: LM to design, print and arrange for distribution (via volunteers) of the cards. 

 

8c. Car parking Kirkandrews 

 

JS stated that at a recent burial at Kirkandrews the road was blocked for 90 minutes by parked cars. 

AG is happy to sell land for use of a car park, however the need to change gate openings etc brings a cost 

that needs to be funded. KKT does encourage hirers to use a bus and be considerate. 

 

8d. Litter on road-side verges 

 

Council will soon approach CCs with Clean DG project to identify people who’ve been doing litter picking 

locally and support those efforts. The CC expressed their thanks to Mark Neil for his work cleaning Carrick 

and Gordon Halliday for support with the Kirkandrews beach clean. Another Beach Clean-Up is possible at 

Castle Haven shortly. 

 

3. Sustrans Bench installation 

 

Stage 1 of the installation is scheduled for Saturday 23rd at 10am. 

 

4. Any Other Business 

 

Mo Patullo shared information about a U3A local history project. A group is keen to research history of local 

war memorials with a possible website or pamphlet being produced but is aware that much may already 

have been researched.  

 

Suggested sources: Adam Gray, Borgue: The Land & The People. Lynsay of PLACE Project has a copy to loan 

out, Janette Watson, Ian Devlin, David Devereux and the Broughton House archive. 

If anyone does have further info to Bill Craig billcraig52@gmail.com 

AGREED to approve up to £50 to purchase wreath for war memorial. 

 

A historical play on the Blairs of Borgue will be performed at Broughton House, Kirkcudbright on the 25th 

May at 6:30pm. https://www.dgartsfestival.org.uk/?post_type=event&s=Borgue 

 

Dates of Next Meetings: 

Tuesday 16th April 2019 (AGM) 

Tuesday 18th June 2019 

Tuesday 17th September 2019 

Tuesday 19th November 2019 

Tuesday 21st January 2020 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 

Tuesday 21st April 2020 
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