
Meeting of Borgue Community  Council 17.11.20 Minutes 

In attendance: Carol Ryall, John Shields, John Enos, Nicola Sanderson, Laura Moodie, 
Carl Burn, Liz Matear, Dougie Campbell, Will McCarthy (from item 3). 

1. Welcome and apologies 

John Shields welcomed everyone to the meeting. No formal apologies were submitted.  

2. Police Report 

As the darker night approach and demand for heating oil increases, Police Scotland and 
DGPARC are advising local farmers, commercial premises owners and householders to 
take appropriate security measures to secure their fuel and heating oil tanks and supplies. 
Police recommend that people light up areas where oil tanks are stored. Gravel underfoot 
can help, keep oil tank locked – locks can be bought separately. Check fuel levels 
regularly to monitor when any losses occur. Be vigilant for tankers appearing at odd times 
of day or listen for electric pumps being used.  

The Police Scotland cyber team have created a website where they are publishing the 
latest scams and guidance relating to cyber-crime. This link to access is:  

https://cyberscotlandweek.com/news-database/bulletinnovember2020 

3.  Minutes and matters arising 

Actions from the last meeting with followed up: 

• JE reported that the ‘Carleton Crater ’ has been repaired, the drainage issue has been 
resolved. Continued concerns were raised over lack of communication from the roads 
team and particularly about time scale in which repair of roads/pot holes are due to be 
completed.  The question was asked as to whether a schedule of road repair exists or 
is it the case that the roads dept. are only responding to reports sent in by public or 
CC’s.  Ward councillors were asked to give clarity as to whether there was a proactive 
schedule of repair or if works are largely completed following complaints by CC’s? DC 
reported that a review of road service was taking place under the new communities 
directorate, and recognises that there are deficiencies in the response given to 
communities regards road repairs.  DC hopes to be able to report back on the findings 
of that review in due course.  JS urged members of the community to keep reporting 
any problems through the online pothole reporting system .  1

• Pedestrian safety signs near to the Coo Palace to be installed shortly. Ongoing 
concerns have been raised by residents about the speed of the traffic along that stretch 
of road. 

• The grit bin has been located and is now full, all grit bins have now been re-filled ready 
for the winter months. 

 https://info.dumgal.gov.uk/faultreporting/Road/Defect#1
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• Adam Gray Memorial Prize – Carl Burn has volunteered to make memorial quaich made, 
ideally from wood from Ingleston. JS mentioned – tree down at Knockmullock down 
near Chapelton. 

Action JS to pursue 
• Poster shared on Facebook and Community Council Website about joining Community 

Council. 

4. Secretary’s Report (circulated prior to meeting)  

The report was distributed prior to the meeting and consists of a log of all incoming and 
outgoing communications. This is available on request to all – 
broguecommunity@gmail.com 

5.  Treasurer’s Report 

  Income & Expenditure for Current Account 2020 since last meeting: 

Expenditure   
• £43.00 for a Remembrance wreath on behalf of BCC 
• £40.00 cost of SCVS examination of 2019-20 annual accounts (agreed at our 

last AGM) 
• £53.91 for mini Covid-19 protection cleaning kits for volunteers transporting 

people 
Income  

• £110 from RBS refunding a payment they mistakenly took from our account in 
Mar’20, plus an additional £300 to apologise for this and other account issues 
we had trying to change signatories  

Taking account of £125 we hold for Borgue Play Group, our bank balance now stands at 
£1,496.42 

Thanks were extended to Carol for her doggedness on chasing up the compensation 
from RBS. 

6. Casual Elections for BCC 

It was agreed that casual vacancy elections should take place in January. 

7.  Community Issues 

 
7a. Roads:  

Thanks given to DC for feedback on roads, it is reassuring that ward councillors are also 
exasperated by communication from the roads dept.  Roads now fall within the 
communities directorate, it is hoped that this will facilitate a cultural change within the 
roads dept. and make them more responsive.  
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7b. Coronavirus:  

Thanks to Carol for doing an excellent job co-ordinating the community resilience effort. 

The Council has offered a further phase of Covid-19 Hardship Funding to help us to 
prepare for, respond to, or recover from the COVID-19 emergency – the sum of £933.40 
The funding requirements are less strict this time in that the money can be spent ‘to 
support the development, maintenance, and implementation of a Community Resilience 
Plan’ Community councils  can be more innovative, but must submit the said Plan to get 
the money. Any expenditure related to the plan has to be committed before 15 Feb 2021 
(place orders etc) and spend it before 31 March 2021 and return any unspent monies 
then. 
Proposed Zoom event on Tuesday 1st Dec to get ideas from anyone who wants to 
suggest them. This gives time for the info to go out on Facebook and the draft template 
on our website. CR write up the Community Resilience Plan and, after approval from 
councillors, will send it back to the Council to secure our funding.  
Ideas (not proposals at this stage) of what the Plan might contain and what we might 
purchase eg a major electricity failure across the Borgue area might occur, and we may 
purchase a disaster box containing battery operated flashlights and lanterns, a pay-as-
you-go phone and solar charger which can be lent out, spare batteries for the defibrillator, 
large first aid kit, large plastic containers for water etc. Please think of ideas and use the 
Borgue Community web site Contact Us page in the meantime. 
In terms of Covid-19 resilience, we have a small amount of hand sanitiser remaining.  Re: 
face masks, we have a small amount of inner mask material left CR suggests buying 
2-3m more outer material to make up further ones (cost approx. £20), no objections 
raised to this. There have been no more requests to date.  

Recently purchased were 10 travel-size PPE kits for volunteers using their cars to give 
lifts, which resulted from a resident request. In this respect, we need to agree a policy on 
petrol costs. See below. 

In cases where the volunteer requires payment for petrol costs, this could be taken from 
the Resilience Fund monies. If the client wishes to cover petrol costs, they could donate 
to the volunteer. In both cases CR proposes the rates are pegged to HMRC advice, no 
objections were raised .  2

An updated Covid-19 support information leaflet is in the process of being printed and 
will be delivered to households. The leaflet will also advertise Community Councillor 
recruitment and any other timely information.  

Action CR to organise zoom meeting to facilitate discussion on resilience plan, 
purchase the extra face mask material as necessary.  

7c. Anti-Social Behaviour  
A bonfire party at Carrick Shore left unacceptable mess behind afterwards, including 
spent fireworks, litter, fire debris, many thanks to the community members who cleaned 

 See end of minutes for HMRC advice.2
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the site. Concerns were also expressed that fireworks were let off close to livestock in 
neighbouring fields. DC reported that the communities committee had recently  discussed 
similar issues that are occurring across D&G, there is evidence of an  increase in 
antisocial behaviour in the countryside, this is a is a national phenomenon and not just 
local to our region. This is perhaps linked to COVID and more people accessing the 
countryside without adequate knowledge as to the responsibilities set out in the 
countryside access code. Police Scotland are mindful of this issue, members of the 
public are encouraged to contact police with any concerns.  Hopefully this will die down 
in the winter months but we are likely to see a resurgence in the spring.  
JE suggested that we add signage to remind the public to take away litter/behave 
responsibly. JS noted that in terms of signage we would need to seek permission of the 
land owners where appropriate e.g. at Carrick.   
DC reminded the meeting that the public should follow countryside access code and he 
will will look into signage.  Likely that people will continue to spend recreation time closer 
to home, in the countryside, hopefully these issues will be picked up at national level, 
positive action is needed to address the issue of anti-social behaviour in the countryside.  
WM: Indicated, from discussions with Emma Harper MSP, that an outdoor access 
information campaign may be coming from Scottish Government. Concerned that there’s 
a broader lack of respect for outdoor spaces and rights of land owners and managers. 
Outdoor access code often cited by countryside users to determine their ‘rights’ but a 
worrying lack of knowledge or understanding of what is on agricultural land.   
Despite rise in number of tourists over summer, only a few wild campers have been 
reported in the Borgue area.  It was felt that generally people have tidied up after 
themselves and been considerate.  
ACTION: DC will raise signage with Council. 

8.  Christmas 

At the last meeting BCC discussed ways to engage the community over the festive period 
especially given the cancellation of regular community events due to the ongoing covid 
situation. 

It was proposed that the CC organise a 'Living Advent’ calendar. 24 residents would be 
needed to volunteer to create a festive window display or outdoor scene/display 
throughout the period of advent.  

ACTION: LM to contact hall and Martin re: Christmas tree. NS to begin recruitment 
drive for 24 volunteers for the living advent. 

9.  AOB  

8a. Recycling 
JE reported that the new recycling provision has been rolled out in neighbouring 
Wigtownshire. DC confirmed that this would be rolled out in the remaining areas of D&G 
between now and Spring. The recycling centre at Castle Douglas has some of the old-
style recycling bins available free of charge. 

8.b Planning:  
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Two planning issues have come up since the agenda was distributed. 

i)An application has been made for the construction of a new house at Whitehill, 
Kirkandrews.  

ii) Mochrum windfarm proposal:  

This consists of 7 150m turbines between Parton and Corsock, including a new road into 
proposed location.   This application is currently available for consultation.  It was noted 
that developers have increased the height of the turbines by an extra 23meters from the 
original application. 

JS view: Proposal is much closer to communities. Would need to look at zoning in LDP to 
assess whether the size of the development is appropriate. 
Other wind proposals the CC has commented on were much bigger than anything 
permitted in the same area. 

DC was unable to comment on this individual application but noted that the planning 
committee must take into account the climate emergency declaration which is a material 
consideration for planning applications of this kind.  

ACTION: LS to compare plans to LDP zoning and suggest an action 

iii) Kendoon-Tongland Electricity Pylon Reinforcement Project  

Proposal to change both route and size of the power lines and pylons that currently run 
from New Galloway to Tongland.  Currently these run along the east side of Loch Ken to 
Crossmichael, crossing loch Ken and coming down the west side to Tongland. The 
proposal is to re-route with larger pylons that can handle more capacity these would run 
along the west side from New Galloway issues have been raised about the impact on the 
sensitive environment along the new route, running through an designated area of ‘scenic 
beauty’.  It has been proposed that in order to avoid any negative impact to the 
environment cables should be buried rather than be strung on larger pylons.  A 
strengthened connection here could enable removal of another line of pylons from 
Kirkcudbright to Dumfries via Castle Douglas. SPEN claim cost of underrgrounding is 4x 
that of overhead pylons.  

Objections to the proposal in favour of undergrounding have been made in the press from 
our ward councillors Dougie Campbell and Pauline Drysdale along with Emma Harper 
MSP. 

LM: Noted that she is campaigning against the scheme as a Green and therefore will not 
comment on what the BCC response should be. 

NS: Recognises the economic considerations but unacceptable costs to the environment.  
Supports campaign for undergrounding also consider the potential impact on tourism in 
the area and the impact to the natural environment. 
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WM: Can see benefit of improving the line. One-off cost over decades seems worthwhile 
for undergrounding. 
JS noted that cables have been underground in the Lake District and agreed with long 
term benefits of going underground, and noted that these too require a certain amount of 
maintenance/temperature control.  Agreed with long-term benefits of undergrounding.  
CB consider the cost of burying the cables offset against the ongoing maintenance cost 
of overhead pylons and cables, it is probable that over time SPEN would save on the 
maintenance costs of the pylons, making a long term saving by under grounding.  
JE added to the general view that a comment should be submitted from Borgue 
supporting undergrounding, worthwhile insuring the extra costs for future benefits.  
Action: JS to write a response from BCC to be distributed for approval before being 
submitted. 

8c. Vehicular Access to Ross Bay:  

In response to a public query regards vehicular access to Ross Bay JS submitted a CCES 
enquiry.  CCES confirmed that the road beyond the gate is private and, without specific 
permission from farm, the public should not be driving to the end of the bay. 

Thanks were given to those  members of the community for attending and to Councillor 
Campbell and the meeting was closed by John Shields at approx. 20:10. 


HMRC Advisory Fuel Rates (from Sept 2020) 

Hybrid Cars 
Petrol/electric hybrid cars use the petrol rates 

Engine Size Petrol per 
mile

   LPG per 
mile

1400cc or 
less 10 p      7 p

1401cc - 
2000cc 12 p      8 p

Over 2000cc 17 p    12 p

Engine Size Diesel per 
mile

1600cc or 
less   8 p

1601cc - 
2000cc 10 p

Over 2000cc 12 p
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Diesel/electric hybrid cars use the diesel rates 

Electric Cars 
Pure electric cars 4p / mile. 
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