
 

 

Borgue Community Council 

Minute 

Tuesday 15th September 2020 at 8.00pm (immediately after the AGM) 

1. Welcome and apologies 

 

Present: John Shields, John Enos, Carol Ryall, Laura Moodie, Nicola Sanderson, William McCarthy, Carl Burn, Liz 

Matear, Anne Bannatyne, Rod Slater, Jane Maitland, Mary Kate Brown 

Apologies: Jim Lauder 

 

2. Minutes and matters arising 

 

The minutes were approved as accurate. There were no matters arising not covered within the agenda. 

 

3. Secretary’s Report 

 

This will follow, prior to NS becoming the chief contact.  

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

 

Expenditure has been limited since the end of the last financial year. Received income of £464.70 from DGC 

for coronavirus resilience activities. Free hand sanitizer and masks have been provided to those who have 

been self-isolating or aged 70+. Sanitiser has also been donated to the hotel and Village Hall as well as the 

purchase of visors/masks for in-person meetings. £150.22 remaining. 

 

CR suggests considering other locations to put up notices/banners for communicating with the community. 

 

LM proposed spending the remainder of the CV funds on a subscription to Zoom or similar to enable online 

meetings to continue. 

 

General agreement to continue with Zoom sessions for meetings/community engagement. There was some 

discussion about making Zoom available to the wider community for, eg, virtual coffee morning events which 

should be straightforward if the account is set-up with a generic email and password. 

 

5. Covid-19 

 

Community Recovery 

 

There is a need to keep social cohesion during the extended impact of coronavirus. It was agreed that there 

was less of a need for PPE and sanitizer and more focus required on creatively developing a sense of 

community. 

 

Suggestions – Online talks, Christmas window advent calendar screened events and activities from the hall. 



 

 

 

ACTION: LM to approach village hall re: wireless connectivity. 

ACTION: JE to approach Council re: ongoing funding for communities through Covid. 

ACTION: CR to mention the above in the report on the grant expenditure and submit as a question to the 

CCES. 

 

6. Planning 

 

Planning has generally been fairly quiet for Borgue. The only major development is large barn and slurry store 

at Rattra. 

 

Letter regarding forestry plantations 

 

A letter was submitted to the CC from CKDCC and several other Glenkens CCs on proliferation of forestry 

plantations and lack of influence of community councils on forestry issues and decisions. They feel there is a 

need for proper consultation, over an appropriate time period, for communities to scrutinize and respond to 

plans. 

 

WM unsure why CCs need more oversight of what occurs on commercially managed forestry. Seeks to 

encourage more forestry – commercially managed forestry is a carbon store. Concern that the proposal 

encroaches on what businesses do on private land. 

 

CB: There are aspects of commercial forestry that are less than desirable. Mix of trees is important Sitka 

spruce limits biodiversity. Concern about loss of habitat. 

 

Statutory duty re: planning for CCs. Appropriate for community to have a say on these issues as much as eg 

solar or wind farms. 

JM: Declared an interest in the Culraven Solar Farm. 

 

Decision deferred for further reading and will be decided by email. 

 

7. Roads 

 

Recent resurfacing work, especially on the coast road between Kirkandrews and Knockbrex, has been 

welcomed by the Community Council. The CC is also pleased to hear that the road is being entirely 

resurfaced from the Town Wood to Blackrigg Cottage, though caution is advised at the timed lights. 

 

Road Works Report 

 

JE raised confusion over the mismatch between the road works report and what happens on the ground. JM 

clarified that road works are often opportunistic – good weather means more works carried out. 

Pedestrian signs have been requested for the road by the Coo Palace to alert drivers to higher number of 

pedestrians. 

The extremely poor condition of the road from Chapelton to Barmagachan at Carleton Farm was raised 

again. Concern was expressed in general about impact of extreme weather events on drainage and roads. 



 

 

ACTION: JE to approach CCES re: content of road works report. 

ACTION: LM to send photograph to JM of the Carleton Farm home. 

ACTION: JS & JE to contact Roads department. 

 

Missing Grit Bin 

 

CB commented on missing grit bin on road from village to Chapelton.  

JM: Report from residents earlier this year that the grit bin has been moved further down the road and 

round the side, which is less visible and less well located for the icy section of the road. Thanks were 

expressed to Liz for gritting the hill. 

ACTION: JS to look into missing bin and request new bin if not located. Also to check the grit bin is on the 

list to be filled by the Council. Liz M happy to have bin located outside her house. 

AGREED: Would make sense to have 30mph limit from Smiddy to Sunny Brae. This area has street lights so 

should be 30mph speed limit. 

 

8. AOCB & DONM 

 

William has approached Mrs Gray about a tribute to Adam Gray. She was happy with the proposal of a 

prize for Borgue Primary School in the form of a trophy or award for good sportsmanship. 

ACTION: LM to raise the matter with the school. 

 

Tuesday 17th November 2020 – via Zoom  


