
 

 

Minutes, Borgue Community Council, 19th June 2018, Borgue Village Hall, 7pm 
 

Present: Carol Ryall, John Shields (Chair), John Enos, Adam Gray, Mary Wishart, Susan Finlay, Laura Moodie 

In attendance: Jono Hudson (PLACE), Lynsay Forsyth (PLACE) Matt Kitson (Driftwood Cinema), David Hitchcocks, 

Mark Neil, Judith Simpson, David Simpson, Mike Calton, Elizabeth Brown, Rod Slater, Janette Watson, Anne Corson, 

Carl Burn, Martin Thompson, Dougie Campbell (elected member) 

Apologies: PC John Brown 

 

1. Welcome and apologies 

John Shields welcomed all those present to the meeting and outlined a change to the agenda to enable invited speakers 

and Councillor Campbell to leave early. 

2. Community Cinema 

Matt Kitson of the Driftwood Cinema, gave an introduction to the social enterprise and its work with communities to 

plan events and films. Borgue has been invited to join a number of other communities in hosting a community cinema 

over the winter. The project is funded by a DG Unlimited and Film Hub Scotland grant. The funding fully covers costs 

for one film a month (6/7 screenings). Average prices for tickets are £5 full, £2.50 concession. Any profit (once hall fees 

have been paid) will be retained to launch the 2019/20 season.  

If the pilot project is successful, Driftwood Cinema operates a membership scheme costing £25 pa to continue booking 

and securing licences. There is access to a loss guarantee fund of £50 per screening if there are quiet months. 

Communities can hire a screen, blu-ray player, projector, amplifier and speakers for £35 per screening (£55 for non-

members). Around 30 films are available through this scheme every 6 months. They include recent releases, classics, 

foreign language films and seasonal/promotional events. Some communities choose to theme their films to create a 

Community event. For example, a screening of Chocolat in Thornhill was followed by a tasting session with a local 

chocolatier. 

Questions were asked on the cost of licenses, which is based on income and the number of screenings and whether the 

film screening is the sole reason for attending the screening. Driftwood’s membership scheme can reduce this cost but a 

one-off licence is around £90 per film. Adding venue and equipment hire means an audience of 30-35 will break even. 

An Umbrella licence can be used if the film is not the main reason for coming to venue. This costs £180 per year but the 

group can’t advertise outside the building or charge admission to see the film. Dundrennan operates a membership 

scheme under an umbrella licence. Films are advertised to the membership and info is included in regularly produced 

newsletters.  

Elizabeth Brown, Laura Moodie and Carol Ryall volunteered to start the project but anyone interested is welcome to 

get involved. 

ACTION: LM, CR & EB to meet to select films and arrange screenings. 

3. Questions to the Ward Councillor 

John Enos raised the community’s concerns about the current state of local roads. The Community Council raised this 

matter directly with Ward Councillors on 21st February in an e-mail expressing the serious concerns that the 

Community Council and Borgue residents had on the general state of the roads. No acknowledgement or response to 

this e-mail has been received and furthermore despite also repeated requests through the CCES D&G Council reporting 

system, very little improvement work has taken place and the roads continue to be in a very poor condition.  John Enos 

raised the matter again at the meeting of the April CC meeting with the Ward Councillor who attended the meeting. 



 

 

He was directed to chase up the matter with the Ward Officer. This he did and on 1st May received an 

acknowledgement that the matters raised in the initial February e-mail would be passed again to the roads department.  

It is now four months from when the matter was first reported to Ward Councillors, with no reply or response from 

Councillors which is totally unacceptable. It feels as if Borgue Community Council is simply being ignored.  Councillor 

Campbell was asked to raise the issue personally and urgently with the Roads Department for action and response to 

the concerns expressed in February. 

Other concerns raised included the ongoing gas pipeline works which will now not end until 2019 and the resultant 

convoys of up to 6 lorries transporting aggregate to the sites and the need for a 20mph speed limit in the village during 

school pick up and drop off times. Could we have mobile flashing speed lights back? 

ACTION: Dougie Campbell agreed to take the roads issue directly to the Director of the Roads Department 
ACTION: DC to check with planning any transport conditions on the Coo Palace site. 
ACTION: LM to forward to DC the CCES emails re: the fallen HGV sign at Blackriggs 
ACTION: DC to raise the error on the Core Paths sign in Millhall which signposts to Balmangan Church, not Senwick 
Old Church, and to suggest it is moved to the start of the road, not the T junction in the estate. 
ACTION: LM to report blocked drain at entrance to village hall via CCES. 
 

4. PLACE In The Biosphere 

Jono Hudson and Lynsay Forsyth introduced themselves as the Community Project Officers for the PLACE In the 

biosphere project: PLACE stands for People – Land – Art – Culture – Environment. The project is intended to engage 

and enthuse communities to uncover and share hidden gems that make their region special. The CPO will be guided by 

communities. What do they want to see to improve or promote the area? What’s special about Borgue?  

Comments from those present stressed that this is a working landscape and a farming area. Information boards and 

education on the countryside code were discussed. The bedrock of the area is farming. Perhaps an educational project 

to capture what is happening now and what happened in recent past - practical social history. 

The CPOs can help communities find funding for projects. Their focus is to pinpoint what is special about the area and 

what actions are needed to highlight/share/protect them. Communities can also work with other areas to share 

experiences, issues and help the development of the biosphere.  

Other suggestions included making books/local history accessible, collecting stories – folklore, legends, history of the 

area. The project is not just about hard ‘tourist’ attractions but also recording information. 

The CPOs will hold an information gathering session shortly to gather information on what different things are of 

importance to people locally, to the biosphere and to South West Scotland. 

More on the project here: http://www.gsabiosphere.org.uk/place-people-landscape-art-culture-environment-biosphere/ 

Lynsay: lynsay@gsabiosphere.org.uk Jono: jono@gsabiosphere.org.uk 

 

5. Minutes and matters arising 

Summary of Action Points from April Meeting 

Who Action Done 

LM To look into HPB funding cost of noticeboard N 

LM To look into cost of Royal Mail delivery. Need volunteers. N 

LM To feedback to Peter Norman and PLACE project. Y 

JS To draft letter to HPB and 3B Construction, asking for a speedy solution to maintain 

good relationships with the community. 

Y 

http://www.gsabiosphere.org.uk/place-people-landscape-art-culture-environment-biosphere/
mailto:lynsay@gsabiosphere.org.uk
mailto:jono@gsabiosphere.org.uk


 

 

JS To arrange an additional public meeting to discuss Borgue Church. Y - CB 

 The following actions are taken from the AGM minute:  

LM To ensure copies of minutes go to the pub Y 

LM To request via CCES to cut back overgrown trees along roadside. Y 

JS To raise Kirkandrews issues with DGC and Royal Mail. Y 

JS To contact Val Ott to request information about the sale. Y 

CR To request a copy of the title deeds. Y 

CR To undertake to ensure the area for stillbirths is not dug up and find some form or 

marking. 

Y 

JS To facilitate establishment of Borgue Church Steering Group. Y 

 

FOLLOW-UP ACTION: JS to chase Royal Mail re: reinstating postbox. 

6. Police Report.  

No police officer was able to attend. A report was submitted prior to the meeting but at too short notice 

to be provided for those in attendance. A precis of the report is below: 

Crime Update 

The Acquisitive Crime Action Plan is a pro-active Police initiative highlighting recent thefts within the local area. Certain 

potential travel routes are having increased patrols in order to disrupt criminals.  

Advice for rural property landlords 

WHO IS RENTING YOUR PROPERTY? 

Criminals are continuing to seek out properties for rent; warehouses, barns or other large buildings are a prime target 

for illegally dumping waste, and cannabis cultivations continue to be found in residential properties. Properties in rural 

areas can be popular because they afford the criminal a quiet place to operate with less chance of being seen. 

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

• Willingness to pay rent months in advance, particularly in cash.  

• Requests for you not to visit the premises and pay rent at a meeting place other than the premises.  

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

• Ask all prospective tenants for photo identification and more than one type of identification for joint applicants.  

• Check the prospective tenant’s current address.  

• Obtain any mobile phone numbers and car registration of prospective tenants.  

• Once the property has been rented out, make sure you carry out regular visits.  

There is further information available for landlords about cannabis cultivation by accessing the following link to the 

Police Scotland website, http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/keep_safe/294802/cannabis-cultivation-what-i-should-

know-as-a-landlord If you suspect your property is being used to store illegal waste or for a cannabis cultivation, Call 

Police Scotland on 101 for non-emergencies, in an emergency call 999 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 

or online at http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/. 

No More Ransom Ware 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/keep_safe/294802/cannabis-cultivation-what-i-should-know-as-a-landlord
http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/keep_safe/294802/cannabis-cultivation-what-i-should-know-as-a-landlord
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/


 

 

The www.nomoreransom.org portal was launched on 25 July 2016, by the Dutch National Police, Europol, Intel Security 

and Kaspersky Lab. Its aim is to provide a helpful resource for victims of ransomware, allowing them to get their files 

back without paying the criminals. No More Ransom is available in 14 languages and contains 50 free decryption tools. 

It is estimated that more than 29 000 victims from all over the world have been able to decrypt their affected devices 

thanks to the tools made available free of charge on the platform.  

Tractor Drivers using Mobile Phones 

Local NFU will post a message on their website and also in their monthly newsletter highlighting the concerns and 

advising their members of the consequences of driving agricultural machinery whilst on a mobile phone. 

7. Finance Report.  

Current balance is £1,082.96. £77.48 in savings. The CC has recently transferred 50% of Xmas Fair fundraising to 

Borgue School (£122.88). The CC has also paid for new defibrillator pads and are awaiting receipt of Sustrans grant. 

8. Secretary’s Report.  

This was circulated prior to the meeting. 

9. Update on Broadband (feedback from Digital Scotland and BT Openreach) 

Now that fibre broadband is available in the village, the CC has launched the second part of its campaign to ensure that 

the majority living outwith the village receive the same level of broadband support as those within the village. Fibre 

cabling has gone out to some outlying areas via underground ducts and poles.  

Some CCs met with Digital Scotland and BT Open Reach on 14th June. Most of Borgue Parish is “in scope” which means 

that by the end of 2018 most will have access to improved broadband. From the Coo Palace and beyond to border of 

parish there is not much prospect of progress until 2021, likewise Ross Bay. There is an option for a £350 grant to 

contribute to the cost of satellite broadband.  A green cabinet is going in at Millhall.  

Had the CC not pressed, broadband would not be where it is now and we do have wider distribution than is the case in 

other rural areas of the Stewartry, so it is essential that we continue the pressure. JE attended a meeting with Alister 

Jack MP and raised the lack of information on rollout The campaign continues until the whole community is covered. It is 

also important elected representatives continue support improving/maintaining existing copper connections.  

ACTION: JE to write to Alister Jack and our MSPs to request support in pressing BT for hasty fibre connection. 
ACTION: AG to share information of cost quoted by BT for connecting directly to fibre broadband. 
ACTION: ALL, if quoted costs for connection, to compare prices and to explore possible group connection. 
 

10. Borgue Church 

Carl Burn reported on a successful initial meeting. He has sought responses via email to a survey/questionnaire and 

secured funding to purchase a database of Borgue area postal addresses and a mailshot if the sale falls through.  The 

closing date for bids was last week and there are believed to be two offers that will be considered this week. 

MT had been asked to circulate information about one offer for the church from Dennis Smith, a clock mender and 

antique dealer. Has put in an offer of £28,000 and intends to keep part of the church running for the community, 

potentially install a log burner and upkeep the church. 



 

 

Members of the community expressed concern about the continuing lack of consultation. AG has contacted the Church 

as a member of the congregation, expressing concern about the risk of asset stripping the church of pews and other 

items for quick sale. 

ACTION: CB to re-send email to CR, AG, Elizabeth Brown.  

11. Community issues 

11a. Maintenance of yew trees in churchyard 

Residents who had requested maintenance/cutting of trees in churchyard have withdrawn the request. 

11b. Concern re: convoys of HGVs going to gas pipeline 

Discussed under 3. 

11c. Borgue Playgroup 

A new Borgue playgroup has formed. They need to fundraise to enable the group to hire the hall over the winter. The 

CC agrees to operate as a constituted group for funding applications. CR offered to help with funding applications.  

ACTION: LM to inform playgroup of outcome and put ER in contact with CR. 

12. AOCB & DONM 

Tuesday 18th September 2018 
Tuesday 20th November 2018 

 
Tuesday 22nd January 2019 
Tuesday 19th March 2019 
Tuesday 16th April 2019 (AGM) 
 


