
Minutes, Borgue Community Council, EGM, Tuesday 6th March 2018, 

Borgue Village Hall, 7:00pm 

Present: John Enos, John Shields, Carol Ryall, Laura Moodie, Ingrid Gemmill, Carl Burn, Willie 

Cruickshanks, David Heywood, Mrs Heywood, Steve Norris 

1. Welcome and apologies 

Apologies: Mary Wishart, Susan Finlay, Paul Sanderson, Janette Watson, Anne Corson 

JS welcomed all present to the meeting. Concerns were raised about the lack of information about 

the meeting. It was explained that the meeting date was on minutes that had been displayed on the 

noticeboard for several weeks. These had been removed after the February meeting but not yet 

replaced with new minutes. The meeting was also promoted on the community Facebook page, by 

word of mouth and in the local press. There followed a discussion about ways to improve 

engagement and information. Suggestions included a noticeboard for the Community Council and a 

quarterly community newsletter delivered to homes in the area. The website, due to be launched 

next month, will also help with this. 

ACTION: JS to draft a newsletter and look at printing costs 

ACTION: CR to look into getting hold of names and addressed 

ACTION: LM to look at noticeboard options. 

 

2. Local Development Plan 

The LDP is the Council’s plan/guide for development over a five-year period. The one for D&G 

Council is currently in the second stage of consultation. The LDP is the document that underpins 

planning decisions, investment and transport infrastructure. Borgue doesn’t feature at all. This is due 

to the small size of its main settlement but could mean the area is overlooked in terms of long-term 

planning and strategic development. 

Several people present raised concerns about detrimental development and the possible impact of 

over-development, in particular developing the former garage site. However, others feel there is a 

need to balance rurality with economic development. The condition of the garage site has been a 

regular issue raised with community councillors, along with concern about a shortage of good-quality 

affordable family homes to rent and the possible impact of that on the local school. 

The owner of the garage site has made it clear she does not intend to sell or develop the site and 

that the land was decontaminated once the garage was closed. Given its location and former use, 

should it ever be sought, planning consent for housing would likely be granted by the Council. 

Affordable housing has been proposed for the site in the past with Loreburn Housing producing 

plans for homes around 8 years ago but the idea was abandoned due to queries over contamination 

and community objections about the type of housing proposed. 

Members of the community feel current provision of public transport is entirely inadequate since the 

lunchtime bus was cancelled. There is currently a consultation being undertaken on transport in the 

area and interested residents are urged to feedback to that process. The researchers are keen to 

conduct telephone interviews and surveys on transport needs. As well as reinstating the lunchtime 

bus, suggestions have included a circular loop bus that takes in some of the quieter roads, for 

example, Gatehouse – Rainton – Kirkandrews – Borgue – Kirkcudbright – Twynholm – Gatehouse. 

Borgue Church has recently been put up for sale and residents raised concerns about the future of 

the local landmark if not adequately maintained. 



The CC has been informed that the Church are looking for another ecclesiastical organisation to 

take it. It will be expensive to convert to another use and the consecrated ground goes right up to 

the building. The graveyard will continue to be operated by Dumfries & Galloway Council.  

Other local development issues discussed included the Coo Palace development, the potential for a 

community shop or gallery, public toilets and charging points for electric bikes and cars. 

3. Scheme of Establishment 

The revised scheme of establishment is currently in Phase 2 of its consultation. The Scheme is the 

constitution for all CCs in D&G. The CC has several concerns: 

❖ The CC is opposed to the proposed change from a minimum of 4 Councillors to 5.  

❖ Borgue CC prefers the Model Scheme produced by the Scottish Government. 

❖ Borgue CC would like the Council to look at and learn from the schemes used in neighbouring 

counties such as East Ayrshire and Scottish Borders. 

❖ Automatic dissolution for CCs failing to meet and pass a pre-approved agenda within one month 

of elections is both over-proscriptive and not feasible. Does the Council have the resources to 

send an officer to all those meetings within a month? 

❖ Simply modifiying the wording to include qualifiers such as “where practical” and “where 

reasonable” would assist in supporting new community councils to develop, rather than 

punishing community volunteers with disestablishment. 

❖ The requirement to submit request for discretionary grant by 28th February or forfeit funds 

seems overly controlling. 

❖ D&G Council does not intend to issue postal ballots in the case of the small number of 

contested CC elections. Borgue CC would prefer that the Council follows the Scottish Borders 

Council Scheme to leave postal voting at the discretion of the returning officer. 

❖ Overall, while the new version is more readable, is it still far too restrictive. A scheme closer in 

both content and spirit to the model scheme is needed. Automatic disestablishment is too 

onerous a burden for minor infractions.  

ACTION: JE to feedback to SCVS and note the CC’s frustration that the redraft did not 

consult CCs or consider their response.  

4. AOB 

JS offered a synopsis of recent work the CC has undertaken. 

Broadband – after a 2-year campaign, there is now superfast broadband for residents in the village. 

Fibre to premises broadband is to be rolled out to most of the outlying properties. Those who can 

receive superfast are urged to contact their ISP and ensure they are connected. 

Coo Palace – building work is ahead of schedule. There has been significant disruption to the 

community and significant wear and tear on roads. The CC has lobbied developers, builders and the 

Council. 

Potholes - IG informed the CC that inspection works have been completed on roads around Borgue 

but repairs have been held up by the snow last week. The CC stressed that this is an urgent issue, 

especially with the holiday season about to begin, and that some of the roads issues raised through 

the CCES system have been outstanding since the New Year. The roads are disintegrating badly. 

Next meeting: AGM will be held on Tuesday 17th April. 


