
 

 

Minutes, Borgue Community Council, Tuesday 20th February 2018, 

Borgue Village Hall, 7:00pm 

 

1. Welcome and apologies 

Apologies: Patsy Gilroy, Dougie Campbell, Jane Maitland, Paul Sanderson 

Present: John Enos, John Shields, Laura Moodie, Susan Finlay, Mary Wishart, Janette Watson, Anne 

Corson, Nicola Sanderson (pp Paul Sanderson), Carol Ryall, Andy McNab (Galloway National Park 
Association), Peter Norman (Galloway & South Ayrshire Biosphere), PC Brown, John Thomson 

(Galloway National Park Association). 

 

2. Police Report – PC John Brown 

There was an attempted theft of a boat at Brighouse. Staff at camp were alert and three people were 

caught red-handed with the boat and other items. Crime prevention advice specific for lambing season 

has been shared on the Borgue Community Facebook page. The safer internet project has been 

completed. PC Brown left the meeting at this point. 

3. Galloway National Park 

A presentation was given by representatives of the Galloway National Park Association which aims to 

investigate the feasibility of creating a Galloway National Park, assess the community’s hopes and fears, 

investigate the costs and benefits and encourage public debate.  

What is a National Park? 

National Parks (NPs) in Scotland have four aims; to conserve and enhance natural heritage and promote 

recreation, develop sustainable use of natural resources and development of the communities in the 

park. A Galloway NP was first proposed in 1945. It was 50 years until enabling legislation came to 

Scotland.  

NPs are run by people from the area – 35% are appointed by Councils (in the case of the proposed 

GNP that might include D&GC, East and South Ayrshire), 35% by Scottish Government and remainder 

elected by residents. Together they make up the National Park Authority. They create a NP plan and 

can be a planning authority. As well as offering an access/ranger service, they also handle marketing, 

administer grants and loans and carry out community development. 

Scotland has very few NPs – just 2. Northern England has a tapestry of protected areas. 

Why Galloway? 

The landscape and environmental argument for a GNP is easy to support based on the patchwork of 

current designations eg Biosphere, Dark Skies and Forest Park. In terms of cultural heritage, Galloway is 

an area apart, an ancient kingdom, centre of sea routes cradle of Christianity and abundant archaeology. 

But its economy is dependent on just a few vulnerable sectors - agriculture, forestry, fishing and the 

public sector. The public sector accounts for 40% of all jobs in D&G. These sectors and consequently 



 

 

D&G as a whole have below average salaries. The area also has lots of small businesses, low gross value 

added per head and lacks national profile. 

A GNP could boost D&G’s profile and is an internationally-recognized designation. It could aid 

community development and have a wellbeing commitment, propose changes to land management and 

access issues, expand tourism and related forms of employment. It could also develop an authority in 

the west of the region focused on a rural area with resources from National Government. 

Problems / Myths 

Scottish NPS approve more planning applications, as a percentage, than current councils. Planning 

applications in NPs tend to be more focused, with developers discussing proposals before they get to 

the planning stage. 

Galloway house prices are well below the Scottish average and NPs can develop planning policies to 

create affordable homes. Galloway will still be relatively inaccessible to large towns and cities in 

comparison to NPs such as the Peak District or Yorkshire Dales. The Lake District gets 16.4 million 

visitors pa over its 2,000 square miles. D&G gets 650,000 visitors and is three times the size. 

Loch Lomond receives funding of £7m p.a. and the Cairngorms £5m. This comes from the Scottish 

Government. A large secondary school costs £4.6m a year. The three councils spend £1 billion a year. 

What can you do? 

Share your views on social media, find out more or become a supporter at 

www.gallowaynationalpark.org 

Questions raised: 

Do we have data on the impact of NPs elsewhere? There is a lack of before-and-after surveys. Those areas 

were already popular and were largely designated to manage those pressures. GNP would be about 

encouraging more visitors, not managing those we already have. 

How will our infrastructure cope? Would there be road improvements? Depends on the NPA and budget.  

The suggested area has a very diverse landscape. Galloway’s diversity is part of its uniqueness. The 

proposed NP contains high hills to coast in a small area. It also considers cultural links and the needs of 

an area. The existing biosphere is the starting point and there are various alternatives based on that.  

What planning constraints may be imposed? The NP designation does not impose new controls. It’s the 

same planning system but with a different authority. NP planning control tends to have high standards of 

design and finishes, sympathetic to the local vernacular and area. A NP is about management of change, 

so what emerges is as good as what was there before or better. There are no regulatory powers like 

conservation areas. It can help people live with more restrictive designations, especially re: land use e.g. 

through grant funding. 

http://www.gallowaynationalpark.org/


 

 

Concern re: proliferation of various groups/bodies inhibiting a move forward. Will it cohere bodies? Some NPs 

also have biospheres but that’s an international designation with no allocated resources and relatively 

small-scale. NP plan developed in partnership with bodies and wider interests.  

Timescale? Politically, this could be a way for the government to support South of Scotland. Letters of 

support appreciated. Leaflets and discussion documents are available. Those in support need to convince 

local councilors, MSPs and MPs.  

4. Peter Norman – PLACE 

The PLACE project starts next month and will run for 2 years. It is a Galloway & South Ayrshire 

Biosphere (G&SAB) project and has secured £200,000 of funding. PLACE stands for People – Land – Art 

– Culture – Environment. It has mostly secured Heritage Lottery Fund money (£150,000) plus D&G, SA 

Council and G&SAB funds.  

The project will work with local communities to look at cultural and natural heritage and enhance wider 

community benefits e.g. health, education and social benefits. The three communities are Borgue 

Peninsula, Wigtownshire Moors and the Stinchar Valley. The funding isn’t for capital enhancement but 

involving people e.g. planting woods and exploring archaeological heritage. Two project officers will be 

appointed in April, plus 4 traineeship posts.  

Communities are being asked to suggest the best techniques to involve local people. What 

events/activities? Public meetings? Speak to groups? Consult through other methods? The priority is 

getting local people involved. For example, a knitting group to create something linked to local heritage.  

ACTION: Add to EGM or next meeting agenda for discussion 

5. Minutes and matters arising 

Summary of Action Points from December Meeting 

Who Action Done 

LM To ask coffee morning team to enable Sue Vest to visit. Y 

SF/LM To update mailing lists with correct email for Susan Y 

JE To email councilors re: mains gas (using pipeline) and refuse/recycling policy. Y but to 

follow up. 

LM To circulate info on Kirkcudbright Oil Club at coffee mornings. Y 

LM Facebook reminder to people within 1.5 miles of cabinet to get superfast 

broadband 

Y 

JE To contact Digital Scotland and request publicity material Y 

JE To contact F. Carson re: green boxes on poles for internet access Y n/a 

CR To create poster on broadband for coffee morning ongoing 

CR & 

JS 

Draft letter to invite expressions of interest/tenders for Community Plan Ongoing email 

next week. 

JS To complete forms for Zero Waste Scotland Y 

CR To purchase grit shovels (& requested additional bins) Y 

LM Report flood and pothole at Carleton. Ask to fix drainage issue. Y 

LM Contact CCES re: Sign at Blackriggs re: access is down. Ask Council to 

reinstate. 

Y 



 

 

Matters arising: CR suggests a photo campaign to highlight potholes. In the meantime, JE will write to 

ward councilors to inform of steps/action taken.  

The minutes of the December meeting were approved unchanged. 

6. Finance Report 

There have been no incomings or outgoings since the last finance report. Funds are £597.82. 

7. Secretary’s Report 

Circulated prior to meeting. 

8. Feedback on projects and activities 

 

8a. Sustrans Art Fund application 

The application to fund the installation of a bench and information board on the NC7 was submitted. 

8b. Community Councils Scheme of Establishment 

The issues of the removal of a postal/proxy ballot will be discussed at the Stewartry Network Meeting. 

SCVS / Jenny Milby co-ordinating. 

ACTION: Add to agenda for 6th March meeting. 

9. Community Action Plan 

CR is currently looking at different plans. Tenders to go out with timescales. 

10. Community issues 

 

10a. Defibrillator Maintenance 

We need to monitor the battery. The possibility of additional training was discussed. 

ACTION: LM to ask at BPSPC meeting if interest in First Aid Training. 

ACTION: JS to check defib battery monthly. 

 

9b. Borgue Hearse 

JE reported on a very positive site visit and has contacted Stewartry Museum who have a proposal to 

make a glass structure adjacent to the museum to store the hearse and a horse-drawn fire engine from 

CD but no funding for the scheme. BCC could take it on as a project and liaise with CD and Stewartry 

Museum, or develop a group within the community to approach the Council and funders. 

JW raised the Crossmichael Hearse House asset transfer and that the Retired Farming Social Group 

may be interested in helping to clean up the hearse. John McCormack from Chapelton and John Halliday 

will manage repair works. JW has records and artefacts relating to the hearse for use in displays or on 

heritage open days. The building also requires work and the hearse could be stored without shafts. 



 

 

AC pointed out that there may be concern about moving the hearse. It was suggested a sub-group of 

interested/knowledgeable people be formed that could apply for funding. 

ACTION: LM to speak to Richard Middleton re: Hearse Group in Crossmichael.   

ACTION: JW & AC to bring together a working group. BCC to offer support/facilitation.  

 

9c. Roads / gritting  

Numerous concerns were expressed regarding a failure to adequately grit the church hill approach to 

the village, despite this being a school bus route. The weight and numbers of vehicles travelling to and 

from the Coo Palace is of concern. The loaded six-axle vehicles are too heavy for the local roads. 

There has been a lull in pipeline construction. The pipeline traffic signs have either gone or faded and 

there are concerns that when work commences inappropriate roads will be used. 

11. AOCB & DONM 

NS has a cheque to give BCC from Borgue Christmas Fair. 

ACTION: CR to arrange presentation cheque to give half the funds to Borgue Primary. 

Broadband: Engineers are scheduled to install the cable for fibre to premises broadband in the next 6-

8 weeks. The proposed route for this is out of the village, past Chapelton to Barmagachan and Plunton. 

The cable will then go underground to Newfield and over fields to Lennox Plunton and the coast road.   

Holiday Property Bond have enquired about the possibility of a community shop in the village. JS looked 

into the derelict garage site and spoke to Elizabeth Caig, the current owner. There are no plans to do 

anything with the land and is open to offers to do something with it. She has written confirmation that 

the land was decontaminated after it ceased use as a garage. 

Tuesday 6th March (EGM) 2018 on Local Development Plan 2 

Tuesday 17th April 2018 (AGM) 

Tuesday 19th June 2018 

Tuesday 18th September 2018 

Tuesday 20th November 2018 
Tuesday 22nd January 2019 

Tuesday 19th March 2019 

Tuesday 16th April 2019 (AGM) 

 


