
 

 

Minute of the Annual General Meeting of the Borgue Community Council, 

Borgue Parish Hall, Tuesday 17th April 2017 at 7.00pm 

 

1. Welcome, apologies for absence and opening remarks 

 

Apologies: Patsy Gilroy, Mary Wishart, Susan Finlay, Dougie Campbell 

Present (Community Councillors): John Shields, John Enos, Carol Ryall, Laura Moodie, 

Paul Sanderson 

Present (Councillors Ex-Officio): Jane Maitland 

Present (Residents): Colin Halliday, John Kirk,Brenda Burkitt, James Burkitt, Carl Burn, 

Jane Taylor, Jane Banks, Peter Banks, Cate Murray, Janette Watson, Anne Corson, Lynne 

Kirk, Martin Thomson, Adam Gray, Aileen Clarke, William Cruickshanks, L Garrett, Mark 

Neil, Ian Clarke, Elizabeth Brown, Rod Slater, Heidi Hitchcocks, Dave Hitchcocks, M 

Heywood, D Heywood, Christine Clement, William McCarthy, Anne Bannatyne, Liz Matear 

 

[Please inform laura.moodie@gmail.com / 870646 if you attended and are not on 

this list, or your name appears incorrectly. Not all signatures were legible!] 

 

John Shields welcomed all to the meeting and noted that it was probably our best-attended 

AGM. Several copies of meeting papers were available at the back of the hall and it was 

agreed that in future, as well as online and on the noticeboard, copies of meeting minutes 

will be available in the Borgue Hotel. 

 

ACTION: LM to ensure copies of minutes go to the pub. 

 

2. Minutes and matters arising 

 

The Minutes of the 2017 AGM were approved as an accurate record. 

 

3. Report on community council activities (Chair’s report)  

 

It’s been a busy year for Borgue Community Council. We have been trying to increase the 

engagement of the community in local issues and have arranged sessions at our meetings to 

present information and stimulate discussion on a variety of topics. 

 

3a. Planning Issues 

 

i) Knockendurrick Wind Farm 

 

We had a presentation from Banks Renewables at our last AGM, followed by community 

discussion on the suitability of the proposed development. This was followed up by a 

planning objection from the Borgue Community Council on the grounds that the proposed 

development was in conflict with the Dumfries & Galloway Local Development Plan for the 

area. 

 

ii) Coo Palace (Corseyard Dairy) 

 

In our October meeting, JMP Architects made a presentation of their planning applications 

for additional holiday units in the Coo Palace development. During discussions with local 

community members, JMP Architects backed down on the development of units in the upper 

floors of the Coo Palace tower. 

 

3b. Broadband Campaign 
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The Community Council has continued to lobby MPs, MSPs, D&G Councillors, Digital 

Scotland Superfast Broadband and BT Openreach to encourage the roll-out of fibre 

broadband services to the Borgue area. In December a fibre cabinet was installed in Borgue 

and is now capable of providing higher speed services to people living within a mile radius of 

Borgue village. Since then we have seen engineering work running fibre cables along several 

of the smaller roads in the Borgue area, so we are hopeful that faster broadband will be 

available more widely in 2018. 

 

3c. Community Events and Issues 

 

i) Support for Elderly Residents 

 

Sue Vest, from the Stewartry Health Improvement Team, attended our December meeting 

to explore ways that we could improve support services around Borgue. This was followed 

up by Sue attending some of the Tuesday coffee mornings to meet community members. 

 

ii) Road Repairs 

 

The Community Council has been active in reporting road damage and other unsafe 

conditions to D&G Council resulting in a number of repairs being made, especially after the 

damage to the roads caused by the heavy traffic from the Coo Palace development site. 

 

iii) Borgue Village 

 

The Community Council have had discussions on the potential use of the old garage and 

showroom sites in the village. These generated a number of responses from community 

members. The recent offer for sale of Borgue Church has also opened additional potential 

for the development of community facilities in Borgue. Discussions on these topics are 

expected to continue into 2018. 

 

The Community Council participated in a group looking at the Borgue horse-drawn hearse 

which is currently stored behind Borgue Church. There is potential for it to be made part of 

an exhibition at the Stewartry Museum in Kirkcudbright but there was also support for 

finding a place for it to be kept and displayed in Borgue village. 

 

iv) Sustrans ArtRoots Fund Award 

 

The Community Council were successful in being awarded a grant to provide a bench and 

information board connected with National Cycle Route 7 which passes through Borgue 

village. We are working on identifying the best location and sourcing the items for 

installation in 2018. 

 

v) “PLACE in the Biosphere” Project 

 

The Borgue Peninsula has been chosen to be one of three recipients, along with 

Wigtownshire Moorlands and the Stinchar Valley, sharing a Heritage Lottery Fund grant of 

£150,000. The funding will help develop projects and collaborations centred on the place’s 

unique culture and heritage to address issues such as poverty, employment, health and 

education. There was a presentation about PLACE at our February Community Council 

meeting. 

 

vi) Galloway National Park 

 



 

 

We had a presentation at the February Community Council meeting from the Galloway 

National Park team outlining the proposals, options and potential benefits of creating a 

national park in Galloway. 

 

3d. Community Council 

 

Borgue Community Council is actively engaged with other community councils in Dumfries 

and Galloway through the Community Council Network. The Network is facilitated by the 

Stewartry Council for Voluntary Services and hosts regular meetings where community 

councils can share experiences and ideas and provide joint feedback to Dumfries and 

Galloway Council 

 

The Borgue Community Council web site has been launched and contains a lot of 

information about the activities of the Community Council, local services and attractions. 

We also post updates on the Borgue Community Facebook page with information about 

meetings or community events. We are aware that many local residents are not users of 

web sites and social media and we are investigating other ways to be able to share 

information around the Borgue community. 

 

Finally, the Community Council has made use of the Council’s Community Councils Enquiry 

Service to raise concerns about road maintenance, particularly potholes, damage to signage 

and dangerous trees. We have also asked the Council to review the overall road condition. 

 

Questions came from the floor on the following subjects: 

 

Former Garage Site - idea of developing housing, or other works, on the old garage site as 

discussed in the March EGM. The Community Council reiterated that there are no plans to 

develop or sell the land, which is privately owned. 

 

Kirkandrews Road-end Improvements - Elizabeth Brown asked if the bench could be fixed, 

the letterbox re-instated and the yellow salt container to be moved beside the bench.  

 

ACTION: LM to request via CCES to cut back overgrown trees along roadside. 

ACTION: Residents urged to report potholes / other road issues too. 

ACTION: John Shields to raise Kirkandrews issues with DGC and Royal Mail. 
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4. Annual abstract of accounts (Treasurer’s Report) 

 

 



 

 

5. Appointment of the chairperson 

 

John Shields was proposed by Laura Moodie  

Seconder: JE 

 

6. Appointment of the vice-chairperson 

 

John Enos was proposed by Laura Moodie 

Seconder: John Shields 

 

7. Appointment of the secretary 

 

Laura Moodie was proposed by Carol Ryall 

Seconder: John Enos 

 

8. Appointment of the treasurer 

 

Carol Ryall was proposed by John Enos. 

Seconder: Laura Moodie 

 

Paul Sanderson has decided to stand down as a community councillor. The Chair thanked 

him for his efforts over the past year. 

 

Adam Gray was proposed for co-option from the floor by Ian Clarke and Mark Neil and will 

be formally co-opted at the next business meeting on 19th June. 

 

9.  Borgue Church 

 

Borgue Church has recently been put up for sale. Community Councillors have met with the 

Church and looked around the building. The building is B-listed, there are restrictions on its 

use (unless planning permission is applied for) and the sale does not include the surrounding 

churchyard.  

 

Valerie Ott has agreed to do one service per month at Borgue, despite the sale, though the 

CC understands that the Church is considering deconsecrating the building. 

 

The Community Council believes that the decision to close was taken due to lack of use and 

the ongoing cost of insurance and maintenance. 

 

Those present requested that the Community Council find out more about the reasons 

behind the sale.  

 

Lynne Kirk shared that to the right of the front doors is an unmarked area used for the 

burial of stillbirths. It would be deeply upsetting if this area was affected by the sale or any 

subsequent renovations. 

 

Elizabeth Brown suggested that the community may wish to buy the church and suggested 

the following: 

 

 Selling all/some the pews to raise funds to buy comfortable stacking chairs. 

 Most of the church could stay as it is and continue to be used for a service once a 

month, funerals, weddings, baptisms etc. 

 The back third of the aisle could be curtained or partitioned off to make one big 

multi-purpose room, to include the windows at the back of the aisle. 
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 If the whole aisle were needed, the partition or curtain could be drawn back. 

 The vestry, cloakroom and back room could stay as they are.  The north transept 

(where we now go in) could stay as it is, apart from chairs instead of pews, to allow 

easy access to the toilet facilities. 

 The opposite transept could again be curtained off, housing a small shop and perhaps 

a few tables and chairs like a small cafe, open part-time.   

 Mr Baber of the Holiday Property Bond would like their clients to be able to pop 

out for groceries and perhaps have a coffee. Half their clients are churchgoers. 

 Building a flat above the big room at the back of aisle which could either be let to 

bring in income. 

 

The proposal was well received in the room, though with some expressing concern that 

making a multi-use space may detract from the already under-used public hall. 

 

James Burkitt and Carl Burn volunteered to be part of a working group to look into the 

possibility of purchase and assess community need. 

 

Various other issues were discussed, including the condition of the Church, parking 

limitations and the long-term viability of the project. 

 

Peter Banks spoke passionately about the challenge for all ecclesiastical organisations in 

adapting to a lack of belief and social change. An emotional attachment is not enough to 

keep the building at the heart of the community. 

 

HPB have stated to the Community Council that, while they would be keen to see the 

church put to use by the community, and especially if it offered a shop and café, they will not 

take on the ongoing running of it. 

 

It was felt that fundraising to buy the church was feasible but that a sustainable use for the 

building will have to support ongoing upkeep, building preservation, utility bills and insurance 

etc. 

 

ACTION: JS will contact Val Ott to request information about the sale. 

ACTION: CR to request a copy of the title deeds. 

ACTION: CR will undertake to ensure the area for stillbirths is not dug up and 

find some form or marking.  

ACTION: JS to facilitate establishment of Borgue Church Steering Group. 

 

The AGM was brought to a close, with those present invited to stay for the subsequent 

business meeting. 


