
 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Borgue Community Council 
 held in Borgue Community Hall 

on Tuesday 25th April 2017 at 7.00pm 
 

1. Welcome, apologies for absence and opening remarks 
Present: Councillor Jane Maitland, John Shields (Chair), John Enos (Vice-Chair), Laura 
Moodie (Secretary), Susan Finlay, Carol Ryall, Jeannie Kielty (Banks Renewables), 
Fran ? (Banks Renewables) 
Apologies were received from: Councillors Colin Wyper and Patsy Gilroy, Mary 
Wishart, Tigger MacGregor and Paul Sanderson 
 

2. Minutes and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the 2015 AGM were approved as accurate. No AGM was held in 2016 
due to the disestablishment of the Community Council. 
 

3. Report on community council activities (Chair’s report) 
 

John Shields outlined the main activities of the Community Council since its re-
establishment in October 2016. In particular, our sustained campaign to improve 
broadband provision has begun to see some positive change with some incursion of 
fibre broadband in the area. Planning permission is in for a green cabinet in Borgue. 
Kirkandrews & Brighouse will get fibre to property. More recently, the CC has been 
involved in the Coo Palace / Corseyard Dairy planning application. 
 

4. Annual abstract of accounts (Treasurer’s Report) 
 
TO BE COMPLETED 
 

5. Appointment of the chairperson 
JE proposed JS, LM seconded. John Shields was duly reappointed as Chair 

 
6. Appointment of the vice-chairperson 

LM proposed JE and SF seconded. John Enos was duly reappointed as Vice-Char 
 
7. Appointment of the secretary 

JS proposed LM, JE seconded. Laura Moodie was reappointed as secretary 
 

8.  Consider the co-option of a new community councillor 
Proposed new community councillor: 
Carol Ryall, Doon Wood Cottage, Borgue 
Proposer: John Enos, The Knowe, Borgue 

 
Seconded by JS. Carol Ryall was duly elected as a community councillor 
 

9. Appointment of new treasurer 
JS proposed CR. LM seconded. Carol Ryall was appointed as treasurer.  



 

 

 
 

10.   Speaker: Jeannie Kielty, Banks Renewables, on the current planning 
application for Knockendurrick Wind Farm. 

 
The Knockendurrick Wind Farm submitted their first planning application in 2013 for 
7 turbines, 132 metres root-to-tip. Partly due to feedback from statutory consultees 
and changing government policy on wind farms, the group has revisited its original 
plans and, on 22nd March 2017, further environmental information was submitted to 
Dumfries & Galloway (D&G) Council for a fresh planning application. 
 
The current plan is for 7 turbines; 6 are 115 metres, 1 is 100 metres and all have 
moved eastwards away from Fleet Valley National Scenic Area. Historic Environment 
Scotland has lifted their original objection to the plans due to these changes. The 
plans will now go through planning again. Chris McTeer is the planning officer. 
 
The company has appointed new external consultants and agreed methodology with 
RSPB and Scottish National Heritage when looking at traffic, transport and ecology, 
especially in terms of the potential impact on red kites. 
 
Most of Borgue will see 5 wind turbines and several visualisations were provided to 
indicate the likely view of the turbines from various sites in the area, including 
Borgue Church. [Copies of these have been sent to the secretary since the meeting if 
people would like to see them] 
 
The anticipated output of the wind farm is around 14 MGW per year. Around £5,000 
per MGW per year will be made available to the local community. This is likely to be 
around £70,000 per year for 25 years. There are two streams of funding available.  
1) Wherever possible, local businesses get the chance to tender for work. Banks is 
working with D&G Chamber of Commerce to seek local businesses for work from 
fencing, construction, maintenance, cleaning and drainage to on-site catering. These 
contracts amount to around £5 million. 
2) Community Benefit Fund – the focus of most of this funding (£50,000 pa) is to 
help unemployed people get back into work or training, plus supporting local 
economic regeneration projects. For example, local business may apply to fund to 
employ an apprentice. 
£20,000 is a traditional community fund. County Durham Community Foundation 
manage the fund on behalf of a local panel, typically made up of three local 
councillors, a rep from each Community Council – KBT, Twynholm, Gatehouse, 
Borgue and Ringford & Tongland.  
 
The local community can purchase up to a 10% stake in the wind farm and reinvest 
profits in the local community. 
 

11. The AGM was brought to a close 


