
Borgue Project Proposal  

Introduction  

A number of Borgue residents are working on the Place Project, with Lynsay from the Galloway and 

Southern Ayrshire Biosphere. A keen focus has been the Place Names and Field Names in and 

around Borgue Parish.  

Many of the group have existing knowledge of this subject and others are finding their new passion 

for delving into the local history and unearthing new facts. The group is made up of a diverse range 

of skill sets, from I.T, Art, Textiles, History and Photography in which each individual’s input is vital to 

the success of the project.  

Using the Place Names and Field Names, we can look in to the heart of the Borgue Parish, 

understand the concept of the area, how it came to be and why is has become today.  

“Fields have meanings and memories. In their manifold forms, fields express our cultural crafting of 

the land. They are our unwritten history, carved clearings in the wild wood, the accumulation of 

practical experimentation, invention and subtlety, extending over generations. Yet under our gaze 

this rich combining of culture and nature has been smoothed and sprayed out of existence in half a 

lifetime.” Exert from https://www.commonground.org.uk/field-days/ 

By analysing Field names and Place Names in the area, the group can unfold the secrets of the past, 

and paint a picture of the changes through time. We can use the local Field name enthusiasts to 

gather information and talk to local farmers, creating a story timeline for Borgue and the 

surrounding landscape and local artists can help represent this in an artistic form. This can help build 

local relationships with farmers and landowners and subsequently allow the locals to help them 

(farmers and landowners) see the changes over time and how we can all work in partnership to 

conserve the area and improve natural diversity. 

Aims and Objectives 

• Learn the historical facts about Borgue Places and Fields 

• Learn about historical farming practices and land use  

• Engage with Local land owners and farmers 

• Create a visual timeline of changes throughout the landscape  

• Celebrate the land and Borgue area  

• Create partnership and promote conservation  

• Protect areas and improve natural diversity  

• Create a database for future generations  

• Let farmers tell their stories and share traditional farming practice  

• Hold an exhibition for the timeline and maybe even a old farming practice festival, horse and 

ploughs?   

• Creative writing workshops to get community expression of their surroundings, what does a 

field mean to them?  

Have a look at the website from https://www.commonground.org.uk/field-days/ as they have done 

something similar.  

So, what about the £1000?  

• As suggested the notice boards for an exhibition 
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• Or a plaque with a map (like the wonderful one from Ann Butler) and field names and 

description of importance of knowing this information in the village centre. 

• Leaflets with this information and map 

Any further suggestions greatly received!  


